Matthew W. Washington Photograph
Collection (AC20)

Introduction

The Matthew W. Washington Photograph Collection contains photographic prints and
negatives showing African American life in the Kansas City metropolitan area between
1949 and 1962.

Descriptive Summary

Creator: Matthew W. Washington

Title: Matthew W. Washington Photograph Collection
Dates: 1949-1962

Size: 3.8 linear feet, 13 boxes
Collection Number: AC20

Donor Information
Donated by James Anderson, date unknown.
Citation Note

Matthew W. Washington Photograph Collection (AC20), Black Archives of Mid-
America, Kansas City, Missouri.

Administrative Information

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted.
Access Restrictions: Unrestricted.

Biographical Sketch

Matthew W. Washington was born in October 1886 in Dallas, Texas, to Sam and Nancy
Washington. Washington moved to Kansas City, Missouri, around 1925. He married
Laura L. Brown of Kansas City, Missouri, in 1931. Washington operated a photographic
studio out of his home at 2303 Flora Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri, for over twenty
years. He died May 23, 1965.

Scope and Content Note

Series 1: Prints by Washington, 1950-1962

This series consists of prints made by Matthew W. Washington, covering the period
1950-1962. The prints are arranged numerically by print number. Oversize prints have

been withdrawn to Box 11. A name and subject index is available for this series as an
appendix to this finding aid.
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The prints include the following broad subject areas:

Children: Prints 1-78 include images of children, either individually or in groups. This
category includes images of baby contests; children’s organizations such as Cub Scouts,
Girls Scouts, and Camp Fire Girls; children’s parties; and children engaged in sports
activities.

Churches: Prints 79-412 include images of churches, church groups, church functions,
and religious leaders in a church setting.

Events: Prints 41-469 include images of particular events. Included in this category are
images of piano recitals at Jenkins Music Store; the Wheatley-Provident Hospital
expansion campaign; the dedication ceremony for the Convalescent Home of the General
Baptist Convention; picketing; and concerts by Mahalia Jackson and Laura Washington.

Funerals: Prints 470-519 include images of funerals at funeral homes, churches, and
cemeteries.

Groups: Prints 520-810 include images of groups of people in informal social settings.
Among the identified organizations in this category are the Clio Art and Charity Club;
Koran Court No. 37; Sahara Court No. 2; Unigue Lades; United Brothers of Friendship
and Sisters of the Mysterious Ten Club; and the Wheatley-Provident Hospital Auxiliary.
The majority of the groups shown are not identified.

Homes / Buildings: Prints 811-850 include images of the exteriors of homes and other
buildings.

Individuals: Prints 851-868 include images of individuals in informal settings.

Portraits: Prints 869-1000 include formal portraits of individuals and groups, both
children and adults. The majority of the group portraits are of families.

Weddings / Anniversaries: Prints 1001-1124 include images of weddings and anniversary
celebrations.

Work: Prints 1125-1147 include images of people working.

Miscellaneous: Print 1148-1152 include miscellaneous images, including an empty,
unidentified room set for an event; an unidentified painting; an empty chair; and a car on
a road.

Series 2: Prints of Washington, n.d.

This series consists of undated prints showing Matthew W. Washington. The series is
arranged numerically by print number. Some of the photographs are self-portraits.

Series 3: Negatives, 1949, n.d.
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This series consists of glass plate and acetate negatives. The series is arranged by item
type, i.e. glass plate negatives followed by acetate negatives. The glass plate negatives
are further arranged numerically by negative number. The negatives are unidentified and
undated. The negatives are housed separately in Boxes 7-10. Broken and flaking glass
plate negatives are housed separately in Box 12 and should not be used.

Series 4: Documentation, 1949-1961

This series consists of photocopies of glass plate negative box lids, envelopes, and
documents providing lists of prints or negatives, covering the period 1949-1961. The
series is arranged chronologically by date, with undated materials appearing at the end of
the series. Original glass plate negative boxes are housed separately in Box 13.

Collection Inventory
Series 1: Prints by Washington

Prints 1-20, 1951-1960, n.d.
Prints 21-40, 1952-1961, n.d.
Prints 41-60, 1950-1959, n.d.
Prints 61-80, 1951-1955, n.d.
Prints 81-100, 1952-1956
Prints 101-120, 1951-1956, n.d.
Prints 121- 140, 1952-1961, n.d.
Prints 141-160, 1955
Prints 161-180, 1951-1961, n.d.
10 Prints 181-200, 1952-1961, n.d.
11  Prints 201-220, 1952-1961, n.d.
12  Prints 221-240, 1953-1959
13 Prints 241-260, 1951-1953
14  Prints 261-280, 1953-1955
Prints 281-300, 1955-1959, n.d.
16  Prints 301-320, n.d.
17  Prints 321-340, 1950-1951, n.d.
18 Prints 341-360, 1951-1959
19 Prints 361-380, 1950-1960, n.d.
20 Prints 381-400, 1955-1961, n.d.
21 Prints 401-420, 1951-1956, n.d.
22  Prints 421-440, 1951-1954
23  Prints 441-460, 1954-1956
24 Prints 461-480, 1951-1960, n.d.
25 Prints 481-500, 1952-1955
26  Prints 501-520, 1950-1961, n.d.
27 Prints 521-540, 1950-1952
28 Prints 541-560, 1951-1952
29 Prints 561-580, 1952-1953
f.30 Prints 581- 600, 1953-1955
f.31 Prints 601-620, 1955-1956
f.32 Prints 621-640, 1956-1957
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Prints 641-660, 1958-1961, n.d.
Prints 661-680, 1950-1954, n.d.
Prints 681-700, 1950-1961

Prints 701-720, 1950-1951

Prints 721-740, 1950-1952

Prints 741-760, 1953-1955

Prints 761-780, 1955-1959

Prints 781-800, 1959-1960, n.d.
Prints 801-820, 1951, n.d.

Prints 821-840, 1951-1957, n.d.
Prints 841-860, 1951-1956, n.d.
Prints 861-880, 1951-1957, n.d.
Prints 881-900, 1950-1962, n.d.
Prints 901-920, 1951-1952

Prints 921-940, 1952-1961, n.d.
Prints 941-960, 1950-1951, n.d.
Prints 961-980, 1951-1955

Prints 981-1000, 1955-1961, n.d.
Prints 1001-1020, 1950-1951, n.d.
Prints 1021-1040, 1951-1953
Prints 1041-1060, 1953-1956
Prints 1061-1080, 1956-1961
Prints 1081-1100, 1961, n.d.
Prints 1101-1120, n.d.

Prints 1121-1140, 1951-1958, n.d.
Prints 1141-1152, 1952-1955, n.d.
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Series 2: Prints of Washington
f.59 Prints 1153-1158, n.d.
Series 3: Negatives

Glass plate negatives 1 - 10, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 11-20, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 21-30, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 31-40, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 41-50, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 51-60, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 61-70, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 71-80, n.d.
Glass plate negatives 81-88, n.d.
Acetate negatives, n.d.
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Series 4: Documentation

f. 70 Documentation, 1949-1961
f. 71 Documentation, n.d.
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Series 1 Index by Print Number

Allen, Preston, Sr.

Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church
American Legion

Apartment buildings
Arzethyer Ellis Music Guild
Aubray, Louisa

Baby contests

Baseball

Basketball

Baston, Evon

Bethel A.M.E. Church

- Missionary Ladies

Bethel A.M.E. Church Basketball Team
Bethune, Mary McLeod

Blantyre, Faye

Bowers Memorial C.M.E. Church
Bowling

Branch, Edwin. H., Jr.

Brooks, Vernon J.
Brown, Edmonia
Bryant, Charley
Burnham, Bessie
Burford, Leon R.
Buses

Campbell Street

Camp Fire Girls

Carter, Mother

Carver Neighborhood Center
Children’s parties

Chiles, Delia

Christmas

Clio Art and Charity Club
Clymer, Lewis

Cobbs, Therion
Construction

202-207
79-80
568, 586
835

804
981-982

1-12, 578

77-78, 686

75-76, 630-631

987-988

50-56, 81-107, 585, 630
85-86

630-631

810

616

108-109

680, 688-691, 693, 767, 858
584, 623-624, 641-642, 940-
941

591-592

616

933

136

491-494

1131-1132

835

46-47

343-345, 349

25-26, 46-47, 75-76, 750, 766
S57-74

611

569-570, 590, 612-614, 628,
649, 668-669, 679, 706, 775,
790, 889, 906-907, 1129
708-715

541, 589, 594

188, 644

1144-1146

Convalescent Home of the General Baptist Convention 467-468, 838

Covington, B. J.

Cox, Mayme G.
Crosthwaite, Minnie L.
Cub Scouts

- Pack 194

- Pack 3011
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1093-1096

589, 1128

579-582

43-45, 48-50, 55-56
50, 56

48-49
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Dandridge, Otta
Dandridge, Virginia Parker
Davis, Gerald

Davis, H. M.

Dupree, La Daniel

Ebenezer A.M.E. Church
Elevator operators

Ellis, Arzethyer
Emmanuel Baptist Church

Ferguson, Maholden

First A.M.E. Church

Florists

Food baskets

Forester, Mae

Foursquare Gospel Church
Franklin, Ada

Friendship Baptist Church

- Deborah Circle

- Finance Department

- Junior Department

- Naomi Circle

- Young Adult Counsel

- Young Peoples Department
Full Gospel Tabernacle Church

Galilee Baptist Church

Gas stations

Girl Scouts

Gregg Tabernacle A.M.E. Church

Hardin, Raymond, Jr.
Harper, Ernest
Harris, A. H.

Hayes, Thamon
Henderson, Isaiah H.

Henri O’Bryant of Hollywood, California
Herndon, Morris

Herndon, Willa

Highland Avenue Baptist Church
Holliday, Harold L., Sr.

Holmes, Alpha M.

Holmes, Daniel Arthur

Holmes, Evelyn McGinnis

Homes

Howard, Allen
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1003-1005
1003-1005
265
116-119
121

110-121, 464-465
860

804

122-124

900-901

48-49, 125
1142-1143
585-586, 613-614, 627, 706
722, 1142-1143
126

810

127-161, 597-598
159-160

150

134

151-155

146-147

143-144

162

163

834
51-54
164-189

499-501

1050

195-201

546-548

127-129, 136-140, 145, 156,
161, 190-194, 406
1140-1141

616

616

190-194

291

484-488

568, 594, 1050

1050

811-833, 836-837, 839-850
1087
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Jackson, Mahalia
Jamison Temple C.M.E. Church
Jenkins Music Store

Johnson, Albert L, Sr.
Johnson, Anna

Jolly 12 Club

Jordan, Artishia
Jordan, Leon M.
Jordan, Orchid I.

Kansas City Medical Society
Kidd, Paul E.
Koran Court No. 37

La Art Pratique Club
Lisk, Emmanuel

Macedonia Baptist Church

- Sunday School

Manlove-Williams Funeral Home
Mariah Walker A.M.E. Church
Marshall, Raymond

Martin, David

Martin, George F.

Mayberry, Bert

Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church
Metropolitan Spiritual Church of Christ
- Friendship Club

- Junior Church

Miller, Clara

Miller, D. M.

Miller, Katie

Ministers

Moten, Rashey
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458-459

195-201

413-427, 445-448, 450-451,
466

127-128

1050

613-614

185-187

566-567, 685

566-567

21
165-166, 168-177, 181-185
549

809
599

207

207

958-959

208-210

611

265

546-548

616

211

212-234, 507-510, 1035-1038
216

230-234

247-249

269-270

616

79-80, 91-105, 116-119, 121-
122, 127-129, 136-140, 145,
156, 161, 165, 168-177, 181-
185, 188, 190-207, 265, 276-
277, 283-287, 291, 293-301,
310-313, 315-318, 320-321,
323-325, 327, 331-337, 365,
406, 428-434, 438-439, 460-
461, 469, 546-548, 550-552,
568, 584, 594, 609, 620, 623-
624, 641-642, 644, 646, 811-
825, 904-905, 909-919, 923-
925, 936-937, 940-941, 1050,
1100-1107

561
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Moten, Zella Mae
Municipal Auditorium
Musicians

NAACP

New Hope Baptist Church

Norton Avenue Be Thoughtful Club
Nurses

Odom, L. Sylvester
Order of the Eastern Star

Paradise Missionary Baptist Church
Paramount Rod and Gun Club of Greater Kansas City
Paseo Baptist Church

Paseo Boulevard

Patterson, Patrick

Payne, Daisy

Pearle, C. Baker

Peterson, Eugene

Phyllis Wheatley School

Piano recitals

Picketers

Quilts

Railroads

Ransom, McCoy

Red Cross

Roads

Roberts, Homer
Robinson, Clarence
Robinson, Grace Margaret
Robinson, Hazel

Rucker, Cornelius N.

Sahara Court No. 2
St. Stephen Baptist Church

Sewing, Henry W.
Sewing, Ina R.
Silver Star Club
Simmons, M. L.
Sinclair gas stations
Sophisticated Ladies
Sweeney, Robert L.

Tatum, Goose

783-787
458-459
588, 674-677

587, 652, 792

235-238

774

576, 665, 776, 1133-1136,
1138

644, 646
549, 622, 626, 636-637

239

692

240, 484-488
834

68

132

91-105
561-562

651

413-427, 445-452, 466
464-465

766

1147

335-337, 365
1134-1137

1126-1127

1000

648

648

648

1100-1112, 1116-1117

626, 636-637

241-330, 515-516, 574-575,
636-637, 1152

541

540

133

904-905

834

805-808

645

620
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Thomas, Earl 609

Thompson, S. S., Sr. 936

Thurman, Arthur Odell 638

Thurman, Leona Pouncey 609, 638

Tot Lot Fashion Show 63-65

Traffic accidents 453-454

Trail Blazers Union 596

Trans-World Airlines 851-852

True and Tried Club 396

Truman Road 834

Turner, L. W. 855

Unique Ladies 781, 783-787

United Brothers of Friendship and Sisters of the

Mysterious Ten 526-527, 569-570, 583, 627-
671-673

United Brothers of Friendship and Sisters of the

Mysterious Ten Headquarters 569-570, 573, 583, 670-671

Vaughn, Barbara 1130

Veterans 568, 586, 684

Veterans of Foreign Wars Ladies Auxiliary Post No. 2069 793

Walker, D. Ormonde 79-80, 331, 335-337

Ward Chapel A.M.E. Church 331-340, 362-364

Washington, Laura 440-444

Watkins, Olivia 810

Watkins Brothers Funeral Home 483, 491-494, 497-501, 505-506

Watson, George 1063-1065

Wayne Miner Post No. 149 568, 586

Western Queen Court No. 5 622

Wheatley-Provident Hospital 42

Wheatley-Provident Hospital Auxiliary 768-770

Wheatley-Provident Hospital Expansion Campaign 460-463

White, Ruby Lee 937

White, Willis H., Sr. 122,937

White Star Market 533-534

Wide Awake Club 395

Wilkinson, James 1129

Williams, C. A. 332-334

Williams, Charles 609

Williams, John W. 190-194, 276-277, 283-287, 291,

293-301, 309-313, 315-318, 320-
321, 323-325, 327, 428-434, 438-
439, 460-461, 469, 550-552, 620,
644, 811-825, 909-919, 923-925
Williams, Marena Anne 909-919, 923-925
Williams, Marena B. 325, 435-437, 909-919, 923-925
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T H E B L A C K A R C H I V E S O F M I D - A M E R I C A

Yates, Ellen 540
Zion Grove Missionary Baptist Church 341-342

Processed and indexed by Michael Sweeney, Collection Librarian, July 2014.
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