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William L. Fambrough, Sr., Photo 

Negatives Collection (AC40) 
 

 

Introduction 

 

The William L. Fambrough, Sr., Photo Negatives Collection contains images of African 

American life and culture in the Kansas City metropolitan area created by photographer 

William L. Fambrough, Sr., ca. 1953- ca. 1964. 

 

Descriptive Summary 

 

Creator: William L. Fambrough, Sr. 

Title: Williams L. Fambrough, Sr., Photo Negatives Collection 

Dates: ca. 1953-ca. 1964 [Bulk: 1960-1964] 

Size: 0.6 linear feet, 2 boxes, 1375 digital images, 1 optical disc 

Collection Number: AC40 

 

Donor Information 

 

William L. Fambrough, Jr., granted the Black Archives of Mid-American permission to 

scan his collection of negatives created by William L. Fambrough, Sr., and make them 

available for research, 03/24/2015.  

 

Citation Note 

 

William L. Fambrough, Sr., Photo Negatives Collection (AC40), Black Archives of Mid-

America, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Administrative Information 

 

Reproduction Restrictions: The William L. Fambrough Estate retains copyright of the 

images in the William L. Fambrough, Sr., Photo Negatives Collection. All reproductions, 

regardless of use, should include the following credit line: Photograph by William L. 

Fambrough, Sr. Provided courtesy of the Black Archives of Mid-America, Inc. 

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted. 

 

Biographical Sketch 

 

William L. Fambrough, Sr., (1916-1983) was a staff photographer for The Call during the 

1950s and 1960s and worked as a freelance photographer throughout the Kansas City 

metropolitan area. 

 

Scope and Content Note 

 

The images – both prints and digital images – are arranged numerically by image number 

and are organized into the following broad subject areas: 
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Buildings: Images 1-24 show buildings and building construction and destruction.  

 

Businesses: Images 25-95 show businesses. Businesses depicted include The Call, 

Costello’s Café, De Angelos Restaurant, Don Wright Midwest Motors, Green Duck’s DX 

Service Station, Hurst’s Diamond Shop, KPRS, Little Caesar’s Lounge, Lou’s Pharmacy, 

Palace Cab Company, Thamon Hayes Appliances and Furniture, and Watkins Brothers 

Funeral Home, among others. 

 

Cars / Car Accidents: Images 96-101 show cars and car accidents. 

 

Children: Images 102-161 show babies and children. Included in this category are images 

of children at community centers and vacation bible schools, children playing, and 

portraits of children.  

 

Christmas: Images 162-166 show Christmas trees and a nativity scene. 

 

Churches: Images 167-214 show churches and church functions. 

 

Civil Rights: Images 215-269 show civil rights workers and activities. Included in this 

category are images of Kansas Citians preparing to attend the March on Washington for 

Jobs and Freedom and the campaign for the 1964 Public Accommodations Ordinance. 

 

Civil Service: Images 270-284 show firefighters, police officers, and other civil servants. 

 

Dwellings: Images 285-314 show houses, apartment buildings, housing projects, and 

other human dwellings. Included in this category are photographs of the construction and 

opening of Parade Park Homes. 

 

Entertainers / Entertainment: Images 315-367 show local and national entertainers and 

people being entertained in various venues. 

 

Funerals: Images 368-377 show funerals. 

 

Groups: Images 378-643 show groups of people. This category is sub-divided into 

photographs taken at The Call and those taken elsewhere and then into photographs of 

groups of men, groups of women, and mixed groups. 

 

Health / Welfare: Images 644-675 show doctors, nurses, and other health care workers, 

medical and welfare institutions, and depictions of social welfare. Included in this 

category are images of nursing students at Queen of the World Hospital, the board of 

directors for the Florence Home, and images of food collection and distribution. 

 

Individuals: Images 676-916 show individuals. This category is sub-divided into 

photographs taken at The Call and those taken elsewhere and then into photographs of 

men and women. 

 

Local Government / Institutions: Images 917-941 depict municipal business and local 

institutions, including the Kansas City Public Library and Kansas City Zoo. 
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Organizations: Images 942-1018 show identified secular and religious organizations.  

Included are images of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, the Central-Linwood 

Community Council, the Congress of Church Youths, Frontiers International of Greater 

Kansas City, the Kansas Conference on Civil Rights, the Missouri Pan-Medical 

Association, the Paseo YWCA, the United Packinghouse Food & Allied Workers, and 

the Urban League of Greater Kansas City, among others. 

 

Parades: Images 1019-1030 depict parades. 

 

Politicians / Politics: Images 1031-1061 show politicians and electoral politics. Included 

in this category are photographs of the 1960 presidential campaign and visits by Henry 

Cabot Lodge, Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, and Adam Clayton Powell. The images 

also depict local politicians, included Richard Bolling, Lewis W. Clymer, Ilus Davis, 

Edward V. Long, James McKinley Neal, and Henry Ross among others. 

 

Protests / Picketing: Images 1062-1084 depict people protesting and picketing. Included 

are images of the NAACP Youth Council picketing outside the Kansas City Board of 

Education building and Firefighters Local No. 42 picketing outside City Hall. 

 

Schools: Images 1085-1227 show schools, students, teachers, administrators, and school 

sports. 

 

Science Fairs: Images 1228-1255 depict science fair exhibits. 

 

Scouting: Images 1256-1271 show scouts and scouting organizations. 

 

Sports: Images 1272-1348 depict various professional and amateur sports and sporting 

events. Included in this category are images of baseball, basketball, bowling, boxing, 

golf, and football.  Images also include Jackie Robinson at Municipal Stadium and the 

Kansas City Chiefs. 

 

Weddings / Anniversaries: Images 1349-1371 show weddings and anniversary 

celebrations. 

 

Miscellaneous: Images 1372-1375 depict miscellaneous things. Included are images of an 

unidentified empty room, an old trailer, a cat and dog, and an unidentified lake.  

 

The collection also includes an optical disc of images produced by Don Motley and Ray 

Doswell in 2004-2005 using the same negatives. 

 

Collection Inventory 

 

f. 1 Prints 1-90, 1953-1964, n.d. 

f. 2 Prints 91-180, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 3 Prints 181-270, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 4 Prints 271-360, 1963-1964, n.d. 

f. 5 Prints 361-450, 1960-1963, n.d. 

f. 6 Prints 451-540, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 7 Prints 541-630, 1963-1964, n.d. 
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f. 8 Prints 631-720, 1960-1961, n.d. 

f. 9 Prints 721-810, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 10 Prints 811-900, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 11 Prints 901-990, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 12 Prints 991-1080, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 13 Prints 1081-1170, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 14 Prints 1171-1260, 1961-1964, n.d. 

f. 15 Prints 1261-1350, 1960-1964, n.d. 

f. 16 Prints 1351-1375, 1963, n.d. 

f. 17 Motley-Doswell image disc, ca. 1953-ca. 1964 

 

Index by Image Number 

 

Addison, Alveta 480-481 

Addison, Anita 480-481 

Addison, Donald P. 480-481 

Addison, Ruth 480-481 

Alexander, Alma 240-241, 981-982 

Allen, Steve 362-363 

Allen, Walter 1316, 1319, 1327 

American Society of Civil Engineers 1240-1241, 1245, 1248 

Anderson, Martha 834-835 

Anniversaries 1367-1371 

Armstead, Bernice 980 

Armstrong, Warren E. 564-566, 1147, 1160, 1170-

1171 

Astronauts 1135-1136 

Austin, Dorothy 615-616 

 

Bacote, Clarence 491-492 

Bacote, L. Jeanette 491-492 

Bacote, Melba 491-492 

Banks, Lacy 228-229, 234 

Barker Temple 167-170 

Barlow, Leroy 1309 

Bartle, H. Roe 1035 

Baseball 1272-1281 

Basketball 1147, 1150-1166, 1282-1288 

Battles, Cecil 1305 

Battles, Joyce Cotton 536-537 

Benedusi, Engo 1140-1143 

Benton, J. Reuben 27, 506-507, 627, 971, 1260 

Berger, Robert C. 218 

Bethel AME Church 141, 171-172 

- Bethel Vacation Bible School 141 

Beverly, Cornelia W. 988-989 

Black Velvet 315-320 

Blankenbaker, Clarence 1084 

Blankinship, G. Lawrence 223, 617 
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Blankinship, Opal C. 624, 1076 

Bluford, Lucile H. 60, 363, 508-509, 933-934 

Board of Education 1065-1070, 1137, 1215, 1220  

Bolling, Richard W. 1038-1039 

Booker T. Washington School 1088-1089 

Bowling 1289-1304 

Boxing  1305-1328 

Boy Scouts of America 1258-1259 

Boyd, Edgar 778 

Boyd, James F. 945-946, 1086, 1215 

Boys Club of Kansas City 1344-1345 

Briscoe, Charles J. 1074 

Brooks, Vernon J. 1276 

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters 942-944 

Brown, Bernard 1138-1139 

Brown, Chester L. 942 

Brown, Paul 533 

Browne, James H. 549 

Bryant, Girard T. 599, 1012-1014, 1221 

Buildings 1-24 

Burges, Toni Denice 1095 

Burgin, Carolyn 1302 

Butler, John 238-239 

Byrd, Edwin 625 

Byrd, Elmira P. 655-656 

 

Cameron, Jeremiah 567-568 

Campbell, A. Leedy 423 

Cannon, Hershell 583-584 

Car accidents 99-101 

Cars 96-101 

Carter, Andrew ‘Skip’ 408-409 

Carter, Richard 379-380 

Cates, Solomon 233-234 

Centennial CME Church 174-176, 280 

Central High School 1020, 1086, 1096, 1137, 

1140-1143, 1147-1164, 1179-

1182, 1213-1214, 1216-1217 

Central Junior High School 1127 

Central-Linwood Community Council 945-949 

Central Missouri State College 1340-1342 

Charles Sumner School 1222 

Cheerleaders 1148-1149 

Christmas trees 162, 166 

Churches 167-214 

City Hall – Kansas City, Missouri 919, 927-937, 1072-1074, 

1076 

Civil rights 215-269 

Clair, John 529-530 
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Clair, M. W., Jr. 174-176 

Clark, Marion 978-979 

Clay, Edward P. 1137 

Clymer, Lewis W. 591, 933, 935, 1012-1014, 

1038-1039, 1045-1046, 1058, 

1060-1061 

Collins, Floyd J. 91-93 

Collins, Joanne 440 

Collins, Titus 515 

Congress of Church Youths 950-953 

Continental Hotel 1010-1011 

CORE  215-217, 1076 

Costella’s Café 42-43 

Cox, Harry 497-498 

Craft, Georgia 47-48 

Craig, Cleo 988-989 

Crenshaw, O. A. 536-537 

Crittenton, Betty 222 

Crockett, Ann 978-979 

Crogman, Elizabeth Bruce 659-660 

Culliver, Sheri D. 218 

Cunningham, Samantha 991-992 

 

Dale, R. M. 175 

Dancey, William 774-775 

Darton, Andrew W., Jr. 642, 1134, 1250-1251, 1254 

Davis, Ilus W. 385, 919, 922, 925, 1047 

Davis, Sammy, Jr. 364-365 

Dawson, William L. 533-535 

DeAngeloes Restaurant 44 

DeGraffenried, Lloyd A. 275-278 

Dibble, Audrey Ann 390-391 

DiRenna, James A. 1170 

Dixon, Needa 980 

Doctors Clinic, The 661 

Dodd, Reginald 109-112 

Dogs  1374 

Don Wright Midwest Motors 45-48 

Dorsey, Roy 1059 

Downs, Erma Lee 536-537 

Downs, Wallace 536-537 

Dr. Katherine B. Richardson Building 1225-1227 

Duncan, Frank 1281 

Duncan, Samuel 1221 

Durham, Charles ‘Preacher’ 1307-1308 

Dwight, Edward, Jr. 1135 

 

Ebenezer AME Church 177-178 

Ebony Fashion Fair Americana 583-584 
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Elks  954 

Ellis, E. Frank, Jr. 957-958, 963 

Ellison, Alexander P. 564-566 

 

Fairyland Park 1065-1070 

Fambrough, William L., Jr. 493, 1267 

Fambrough, William L, Sr. 493 

Fambrough, Yvonne Willis 493 

Families 476-503 

Farmer, James 519 

Fields, Edward E. 615-616, 1256-1257 

Finch, Curtis O. 246, 971 

Firefighters 270-273, 1080-1081, 1084 

Firefighters Local No. 42 1080-1081 

First AME Church 179-183 

First Presbyterian Church 142-144 

- First Presbyterian Church Vacation Church School 142-144 

Florence Home for Colored Girls 657-660 

Floyd, Homer 573 

Football 154-155, 1174-1205, 1207-

1210, 1212, 1329-1342 

Franklin, Ada C. 523 

Franklin, Benjamin 229 

Franklin, Curtis A. 644-645 

Franklin, Rose Marie 981-982 

Frazier, Leta 1065 

Freedom, Inc. 1055 

Freeman, Edward A. 536-537 

Frontiers International of Greater Kansas City 955-958 

Funerals 368-377 

Future Farmers of America 959-960 

 

Garrison Community Center 136 

Gates, Arzelia 510-512  

Gateway Boxing Club 1327-1328 

Golden Gloves 1305, 1307-1309, 1313, 

1316-1317, 1319-1320, 1323-

1325 

Golf  1343-1344 

Gough, Ronnie 1313 

Granberry, Janice 969-970 

Greater Kansas City Baptist and Community Hospital 961-962 

Greater Kansas City Science Fair 1230, 1238-1239, 1242-1243, 

1246-1249 

Green Duck’s DX Service Station 51-56 

Greene, Joseph 249 

Greene, T. W., Jr. 177 

Gregg Tabernacle AME Church 184-186 

Griffin, John Howard 973-974 
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Gross, Isadore 542-543, 550, 591, 958 

Gunsmoke 366-367 

 

Hagen, Billie 927 

Haley, Martha Smith 869-870 

Hammond, Jerry 1138-1139 

Haney, Edith 1065 

Hannett, Steven 1345-1346 

Hardiman, H. R. M. 175 

Hardwick, Barbara 858-859 

Harrington, Michael 1004-1005 

Harris, Hansul 533 

Harwell, Harry I. 423, 1145 

Haugh, Marcella 978-979 

Hayden, Frances F. 991-992 

Hayden, Johnnie Mae 738-739 

Heart of America Golf Club 1343 

Heart of America Sisterhood No. 1 963-964 

Helstein, Ralph 1004-1005 

Herndon, George 379-380 

Hetty Band, The 331-337 

Hicks, Lenora 475 

Hodge, Costella 42-43 

Holliday, Harold L., Sr. 238-241, 247-249, 253-254, 

269, 939, 1004-1005 

Holliday, Marsha 1095 

Holman, Bruce 1095 

Holmes, Daniel A. 60 

Holmes, Renee 388-389 

Holt, Gladys 438-439 

Holter, Don W. 175 

Horton, Mary McAfee 459 

Howard, Cecil W. 945-946 

Huggins, L. C. ‘Speedy’ 325-326 

Hughes, J. M. 177 

Hunt, Flora 252 

Hunt, Sue Karen 969-970 

Hurst, Ben 59-62 

Hurst’s Diamond Shop 57-62 

 

Interscholastic League Fieldhouse 1152-1165 

 

Jack and Jill, Kansas City Chapter of 34-35 

Jackson, Elmer C., Jr. 228-229, 1056 

Jackson, Esto 1305, 1313, 1328 

James, Sheila Bacote 491-492 

Jamison Temple CME Church 187-188 

Jefferson, Aline 988-989 

Jenkins, Howard, Jr. 1007 
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Jet’s Boys Club 1347-1348 

Johnson, Dorothy H. 659-660, 1057 

Johnson, Grace 981-982 

Johnson, Herman A. 230-232, 1034 

Johnson, Lyndon B. 1035-1036 

Jones, Bervin 746-747  

Jones, Jimmy 65-66 

Jones, Robert 1303-1304 

Jordan, Dorothy J. 1137 

Jordan, Larry 1137 

Jordan, Leon M. 51-56, 247-249, 269, 617, 

971, 1006 

Jordan, Orchid I. 240-241 

Judy Bond, Inc. 1062-1063 

Junior Achievement 965 

Junior Acomos Club 966-970 

 

Kansas City Board of Elections 264-265 

Kansas City Business Association 971 

Kansas City Call 25-41 

Kansas City Chiefs 1329-1336, 1338-1339 

Kansas City NAACP Youth Council 1065-1070 

Kansas City Public Library 940 

Kansas Conference on Civil Rights 972-975 

Katz, Marvin 961-962 

Keith, Gertrude 594 

Kennedy, Alice 992 

Kerford, Ruth 473 

King, A. D. 235-236 

King, Opal 853-854 

Kirby, Valarie 1095 

Kirk, Dennis 1317 

Klice, Arrington ‘Bubble’ 1321 

Koontz, Elizabeth 740 

KPRS  63, 65-67 

Kynard, Charles 360 

 

Lakes  1375 

Lane College 822-823 

Lasley, Russell R. 1004-1005 

Lawson, Forestal 379-380 

Lee, Ida G. 897-898 

Lena Horne Cosmetics 68-70 

Lerner, David 1316 

Lewis, Ruth 142-143 

Liberty Memorial 215-217 

Lighthouses 5 

Lincoln High School 1134-1136, 1165, 1195 

Lincoln Junior High School 1138-1139 
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Little Caesar’s Lounge 71-72 

Livington, Cleo 145 

Lodge, Henry Cabot, Jr. 1041-1044 

Logan, Vincent 793 

Long, Edward V. 1034, 1060-1061 

Lou’s Pharmacy 73 

 

Maples, Kenneth 1328 

March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 218-227 

Marcus, Irene 141 

Margaret Kemp Community Center 137-138 

Marshall, Raymond 1256 

Masons 976-977 

Mayberry, Josephine 988-989 

McClinton, Curtis 612 

McKamey, Leo 218 

Melody Lanes 1302 

Meservey Elementary School 1095 

Miller, Clinton C. 945-946 

Mills, Jean 252 

Missouri Pan Medical Association 978-987 

Montgomery, Corrie 657-658 

Moore, Charles 955-956 

Moore, Chuck 67 

Morrow, E. Frederic 1048-1052 

Moten, Rashey B. 955-956 

Movie theaters 89-90 

Muehelbach Hotel 1004-1005, 1062-1063 

Municipal Auditorium 1284-1288, 1305-1326 

Municipal Stadium 950-953, 993-1003, 1273, 

1276-1280, 1329-1339 

Murray, Peter Marshall 983-984 

Mutual Musicians Foundation 404, 830 

Myers, Charley 1321 

Myers, Irv 17-18, 306-308 

Myers, Nancy 142-143 

 

NAACP 233-234 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 1284-1288 

Nativity scenes 163-165 

Neal, James McKinley 247, 416, 504-505, 508-509, 

1034, 1038-1039, 1045-1046, 

1060-1061 

Newton, Gloria 1065, 1069 

Nixon, Richard M. 1040 

Nolen, Ozella C. 886-887 

Northeast Junior High School 1223-1224 
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O’Neal, Everett P. 198, 385, 935-936, 1007, 

1058 

Overton, H. L. 174, 176 

Owens, Frances D. 234 

Owens, Frances M. 233-234 

 

Paige, Leroy R. ‘Satchel’ 1277, 1281 

Palace Cab Company 74-75 

Parade Park 255 

Parade Park Homes 149-151, 305-311 

Parades 1019-1030 

Paseo Baptist Church 145 

- Paseo Baptist Vacation Bible School 145 

Paseo High School 1152-1154, 1206 

Paseo WYCA 988-992 

Pate, Edward R. 513, 515, 627 

Patterson, Lillie 882 

Peace Pursuing Assembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses 993-1003 

Pearson, Cleveland, Jr. 263 

Pemberton, Lounner 504-505, 551, 571-572, 930, 

963, 1012-1014  

Pembroke, Maceo D. 175 

Penn, Minnie Mae 741-742 

Perkins, Don 825 

Peterson, Carl M. 644-645 

Peterson, William R. 644-645 

Phillips 66 76-78 

Pimm, H. Thomas 549 

Pleas, T. L. 233-234 

Police Department Headquarters 1077-1078 

Politics 1031-1061 

Ponder, Luke 642 

Pontiac Service 79 

Porter, Dorothy 438-439 

Pounds, Robert 242-243 

Powell, Adam Clayton 1057-1061 

Powell, Robert E. 1007 

Prysock, Red 349 

Public Accommodations Ordinance 237-269, 919 

 

Queen of the World Hospital 644-645, 648-650 

 

Ramos, Thera 978-979 

Randolph, A. Phillip 942-944 

Randolph, Carl D., Sr. 536-537 

Rasbery, Ted 1281 

Ray, Rhonda 1095 

Raywood Apartments 301-302 

Red Cross 655-656 
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Redpath, Clark 924, 938 

Reynolds, C. C., Sr. 174, 176 

Rice, Bruce 1170 

Ricks, Cordell 1317 

Robins, J. D., Jr. 938 

Robinson, Clarence 955-956, 958 

Robinson, Hazel 992 

Robinson, Jackie 1048-1050, 1276-1281 

Rodgers, Elizabeth 978-979 

Rodriguez, Roy 1328 

Rollison, Ervin 1260 

Roosevelt, Alice 988 

Ross, Henry C. 255, 624, 1034, 1036, 1060-

1061 

Ross, John Robert 826 

Ross, Robert 1147, 1155 

Rosser-Simpson CME Church 189-190 

Royston, Samuel 767 

Rucker, C. N. 810-811 

Rustin, Bayard 1004-1005 

 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 191-200 

St. Mark Baptist Church 201-202 

St. Mary’s Grand Holy Temple 230-204 

St. Paul Baptist Church 205-206 

St. Paul United Presbyterian Church 218-222 

Salisbury, George 350 

Sampson, Chester 91-93 

Schexnayder, Edmund P. 1137 

Schools 1085-1227 

Science fairs 1228-1255 

Scott, Charles S. 175 

Scouting 1256-1271 

Sewing, Donald D. 228-229, 234 

Sewing, Henry W. 401-403, 617 

Shaw, John 585 

Shaw, Olivia Watkins 617 

Sherard, J. C. 985 

Simms, Anne Crosthwaite 529-530 

Sims, George, Sr. 1140-1141 

Sims, George, Jr. 1140-1141 

Smith, Bernice 483 

Smith, Birney W., Jr. 193-194, 199-200 

Smith, Carl, Jr. 32-33 

Smith, Doris 1261 

Smith, Hilton L. 1277, 1281 

Smith, Leslie 548-549 

Smith, Ruby 980 

Smith, Willard 625 
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Southeast High School 1155-1165 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference 235-236 

Southwest High School 1200-1201 

Sporleder, Judy 142-143 

Sports  1272-1348 

Spottsville, Clifford M. 244-245 

Starks, Ardella 548-549 

Stewart, Edward 242-243, 246, 269, 802 

Stoner Hill Elementary School 1090-1092 

Story, Almer 1097-1098 

Street Department – Kansas City, Kansas 917-918 

Street Hotel 8 

Stuber, Stanley I. 175 

Sumner High School 1028 

Sweeney, Robert L. 824 

Swimming 1345-1346 

Swinton, Lee Vertis 218, 223-224, 618, 677, 933-

936, 1033, 1075 

 

Tabor, Willis C. 221, 764-765 

Taft, Eloise 978-979 

Taft, George H. 646-647, 983-985 

Taliaferro, Adoria 980 

Taylor, James H. 504-507 

Thamon Hayes Appliances and Furniture 80-87 

Thomas, Anne 919, 958 

Thomas, Earl D. 198, 958 
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