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Introduction:
The Lucille Bluford Collection contains correspondence to or about Lucille Bluford, and

invitations to Lucille from local and national organizations.
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Biographical Sketch:
Viola Harris Bluford gave birth to Lucille Harris Bluford on July 1, 1911, in Salisbury, NC.
Lucille’s father, John Henry Bluford, was a professor at North Carolina A&T University in

Greensboro, NC. In 1921, John accepted a position as teacher at Lincoln High School in Kansas
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City, MO and moved to KC with his wife, Addie (Lucille’s stepmother), Lucille, and her brothers
John Jr. and Guion. Lucille attended Wendell Phillips Elementary School, then joined Lincoln
High School in 1924 at age 13. After graduating high school in 1928, Lucille attended the
University of Kansas where she earned her degree in Journalism. She was the first Black student

to receive a Journalism degree from KU.

Lucille began her decades-long career at The Call whilst still in high school and continued
writing for the paper while living in Lawrence, KS. However, after graduating from KU in 1932,
rather than return to Kansas City and begin work at The Call full time, she spent the summer of
1932 writing for the Atlanta Daily World, after which she did return to KC but went to work for
The American instead. The American was The Call’s rival newspaper, owned by Dr. William J.

Thompkins.

Lucille eventually returned to work at The Call as a reporter in the early/ mid-1930s. By 1938,
she was managing editor. That same year, Lucille applied to, and was accepted, into the
University of Missouri’s graduate program in Journalism. However, when the school learned that
she was Black, they refused to allow her to attend. In October of 1939, she sued the University.
This case went all the way to the Supreme Court in 1942, where the Court declared that the
University had to provide separate but equal higher education to Black students as well as its

White students. Thus, the Journalism school at Lincoln University was established.

Throughout her life, Lucille was an active member of a multitude of civil rights and non-profit
organizations, including, but not limited to the NAACP, Niles Home for Children, and Kansas
City Cancer Society. For many years she also served on the Board of Directors of Crisis, the
NAACP’s magazine. In 1973, she served as a juror for the Pulitzer Prize committee. And she
received innumerable awards and recognitions, including, but not limited to Kansas Citian of the
Year in 2002, an honorary degree from Lincoln University, an honorary Doctorate in Journalism
from the University of Missouri, and the Sesquicentennial Award from the National Newspaper

Publishers Association.
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Lucille Bluford passed away on June 13, 2003, in Kansas City Missouri. In 1988, the Kansa City
Public Library dedicated a branch to Lucille Bluford at 3050 Prospect Avenue, and in 2016, the
state of Missouri designated July 1 as Lucille Bluford Day.

Scope and Content Note:

This collection contains one oversized item [OS]. It has been removed from this collection and
placed in Flat File Cabinet #1 Drawer #3. This collection also contains 7 invitations to local and
national events. Many of the original envelopes are also included. Additionally, the copy of the

Reporter is fragile and must remain in its protective sleeve.

Collection Inventory:

f.1  Funeral Programs

f.2  “Any Day But Thursday”

f.3  Correspondence

f.4  Invitations

f.5  Christmas Card

f.6  Reporter, Vol. 7 No. 2, Summer 1978 [OS]
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