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Dr. Arthur Odell Thurmon Collection (AC113) 

Introduction:  

The Dr. Arthur Odell Thurmon Collection contains Dr. Thurmon’s research materials and 

handwritten or typed pages from an unknown work by Dr. Thurmon. Dr. Arthur Odell Thurmon 

was an educator in the Kansas City school system for over 30 years. 

 

Descriptive Summary: 

Creator: Dr. Arthur Odell Thurmon 

Title: Dr. Arthur Odell Thurmon Collection 

Date Range: 1975- 2007 

Size: 0.834 linear feet (2 books) 

Collection Number: AC113 

 

Donor Information: 

Found in Collection 

 

Citation Note: 

Dr. Arthur Odell Thurmon Collection (AC113), Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas City, 

Missouri 

 

Related Collections: 

Black Archives of Mid-America / Kansas City Public Library Oral History Collection (AC12) 

Robert and Sue Wheeler Collection (AC104)  

Dr. Collins F. Anderson, Jr. Collection (AC107) 

 

Subjects: 

Urban Renewal 

White Flight 

Census Data 

African American History 

California History 
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Administrative Information: 

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted 

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted 

 

Original Language Statement:  

The Black Archives of Mid-America follows the widespread practice of using the language 

provided by speakers and writers of historical documents. Using the speaker’s or writer’s 

language can be very informative and provide pivotal contextual information about cultural and 

societal customs of previous time periods. As a result, researchers may encounter descriptive 

language, which often includes verbiage that contains obvious bias, or outdated and stereotypical 

terminology, and/ or content. Contemporary readers and researchers might find this language 

harmful or offensive. 

 

Biographical Sketch: 

Arthur Odell Thurmon, born August 8, 1913, in Mississippi, near Greenwood, to Albert Gentry 

Thurmon and Mary Alice Stanford Thurmon, Athur would go on to become a teacher in Kansas 

City public schools for over 30 years. The family first moved to St. Louis while Thurmon was 

still very young, then to Kanas City when he was 12 or 13 years old. In Kansas City, he attended 

Dunbar School in Leeds, yet he finished high school at the Garrison School in Liberty, Missouri 

in 1931, then spent an additional year at the Bartlett High School in St. Joseph, Missouri in 1932. 

 

He attended Western University in Quindaro, Kansas City, Kansas from 1932-1934, then Lincoln 

University in Jefferson City, MO from 1934-1936. While at Lincoln University, he joined the 

Alpha Phi fraternity. After graduation, Arthur became an assistant to Ernest Boone, the 

Supervisor of Black schools in Missouri, then taught at RT Cole from 1938 to 1942. Thurmon 

was also the Principal of Harrison High School in Tipton, Missouri for two years. 

 

Arthur began pursuing his master’s degree in 1938 by attending the University of Minnesota 

during the summers. In 1942, he left education behind for a few years and joined the USO. He 

eventually enrolled at the College of the Pacific in California. It was there that he completed his 
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master’s in history and political science. His master’s thesis was titled The Negro in California 

before 1890. 

 

In November 1945, Thurmon returned to Kansas City and began teaching at Dunbar School. In 

August 1946, he became Principal of Dunbar School, however, he soon transferred to the 

Wendell Phillis School from 1947-1954. He was then responsible for opening the Phillis 

Wheatley School in January 1955. Thurmon was Principal of Phillis Wheatley until 1966. While 

Principal at Phillis Wheatley, he pursued his Doctorate in Educational Administration at the 

University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas, graduating in 1957. His PhD was titled The 

operational problems of the principal involved in administering a program of integration in 

elementary schools in four midwestern cities of 100,000 population and above with implications 

for other cities of similar size. Arthur also married his second wife, Leona Pouncey Thurmon in 

1957 (no information was found on his first wife). Leona was the first African American lawyer 

in Kansas City. After retiring, Thurmon became the assistant superintendent of the Kansas City 

School Board. Dr. Thurmon died in May 1985. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

Several of the folders pertain to an unknown work by Dr. Thurmon. Many of these documents 

have suffered from water damage and the ink on the pages has bled. These documents were left 

in the order they were found in. Dr. Thurmon arranged his writing in order by chapter. Tape was 

removed from these pages where possible, but in some cases was left on the paper.  

 

Collection Inventory: 

f. 1 Vita 

f. 2 Correspondence 

f. 3 The Negro in California Before 1890, Master’s thesis by Dr. Thurmon 

f. 4 Handwritten Draft of Unknown Work by Dr. Thurmon 

f. 5 Typed and Handwritten Draft of Unknown Work by Dr. Thurmon 

f. 6 Research & Handwritten/ typed Draft of Unknown Work by Dr. Thurmon, part 1 

f. 7 Research & Handwritten/ typed Draft of Unknown Work by Dr. Thurmon, part 2 

f. 8 Biographical Material from The Rising Son, March 30, 2007 
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f. 9 “Urban Renewal” by Jean Kastanek for Dr. Edgar Chasteen, Race and Relations, 

November 30, 1982 

f. 10 “White Flight in Kansas City, Missouri” by Mary Jefferson for Sociology of the City 

Senior Course in Sociology at the University of Missouri- Kansas City, 1985 

f. 11 The Pacific Historian, Vol 19 No 4, Winter 1975 

f. 12 The Pacific Historian , Vol 20 No 1 & 2, Spring & Summer 1976 

f. 13 1970 Census of Population, U.S. Department of Commerce 

f. 14 The Social and Economic Status of the Black Population in the United States: An 

Historical View, 1970-1978, U.S. Department of Commerce 

f. 15 Building The American City, Report of the National Commission on Urban Problems 

f. 16 Untitled Notebook 

f. 17 Abstract of Title: Kansas City Title and Trust Co. 

 

Processed by Laura Darnell, November 2024. 

 

Sources: 

Interview with Dr. A. Odell Thurman (Horace, Interviewer; pp. 1–33). (1976). 

https://speakingofkc.org/sites/default/files/transcriptions/MVSC-BAMA-Thurman-

AOdell_0.pdf  

https://speakingofkc.org/sites/default/files/transcriptions/MVSC-BAMA-Thurman-AOdell_0.pdf
https://speakingofkc.org/sites/default/files/transcriptions/MVSC-BAMA-Thurman-AOdell_0.pdf

