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William H. Lawrie Collection (AC115) 

Introduction:  

The William Herod Lawrie Collection includes his gathered documents and artifacts, such as 

personal yearbooks, letters, and photographs. Additionally, it contains various newspaper 

clippings, brochures, and flyers related to his interests in theater. 

 

Descriptive Summary: 

Creator: William H. Lawrie 

Title: William H. Lawrie Collection 

Date Range: 1916-1991 

Size: 4.502 Linear Feet (6 boxes) 

Collection Number: AC115 

 

Donor Information: 

Found in Collection 

 

Citation Note: 

William Lawrie Collection (AC115), Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas City, Missouri 

 

Administrative Information: 

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted. 

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted.  

 

Content Warning- Series 9:  

The series contains images depicting medical procedures. These photographs contain graphic 

details, which some individuals might find harmful or offensive. 

 

 

Biographical Sketch: 

Dr. William H. Lawrie was born in Saint Joseph, Missouri, on January 1, 1871. He graduated 

with honors from Omaha Medical College in Omaha, Nebraska, in April 1896 and began his 

medical practice in St. Joseph. Despite his qualifications, he faced an uphill battle to establish 
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himself for nearly two years. Later, he moved to Independence, Missouri, where he became the 

first Black physician to practice in the area. Dr. Lawrie practiced in Independence for over 40 

years. He was married to Mrs. Lawrie for 50 years. However, little was known about her besides 

being a native of Pleasant Hill, MO, attending Lincoln University (Missouri), and being a 

supervisor of preschoolers at Friendship Baptist Church.  The names of their three children were 

Nina Fleming, William H. Lawrie, Jr., and Leonard Lawrie. Dr. Lawrie passed away at the age 

of 99 years old on February 6, 1970, in Pemberton, New Jersey. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

Series 1: Magazines  

This collection features several rare and notable magazines. It includes issues of Black Scholar, a 

copy of Flamingo magazine from April 1964, Spear magazine from 1964, and early editions of 

Jet magazine from 1965 and 1966. 

 

Series 2: Pamphlets 

This series features pamphlets about various museum exhibits and galleries. It includes 

pamphlets for the Lorraine Hansberry Theatre, the Great Plains Black Museum in Omaha, NE, 

and the Nubian Theatre Company in Memphis, TN.  

 

Series 3: Programs 

This series features programs that discuss various upcoming events. The programs include a 

variety of topics and activities such as a City of Los Angeles Inauguration Ceremonies 

Program,1973, a 1974 County of Los Angeles Model Neighborhood Program, and a Special 

Tribute to Katherine Dunham, Soul Vibrations, VIII: Early Black Performers on the Northern 

California Stage, 1979. 

 

Series 4: Flyers 

This series includes printed flyers that showcase a variety of upcoming events. The flyers 

highlight different topics and activities featuring William H. Lawrie, such as "The Blues Story of 

William Lawrie" in 1977, "The Magic of Black Entertainment with William H. Lawrie" in 1977, 

and a "Family Holiday Night: Christmas & Kwanzaa, Stories by William H. Lawrie" in 1978. 
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Series 5: Miscellaneous Documents  

Documents in this series include a biographical essay written by W.H. Lawrie Jr., an equity 

timeline for William H. Lawrie, and information sourced from Find a Grave. Additionally, the 

series features a few miscellaneous documents related to local events. 

 

Series 6: Correspondence  

This series contains correspondence to political figures and some miscellaneous correspondence.  

 

Series 7: Yearbooks 

This series includes three yearbooks: one from the Bulletin of Lincoln Institute in Jefferson City, 

MO, from 1920-1921, and two from Lawrie's time at Western Baptist Seminary, Kansas City, 

MO, from 1947 and 1952. 

 

Series 8: Booklets 

This series contains a 1949 Revised Pictorial Review of Mission Stations of the Foreign Mission 

Board of the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., that discusses the upcoming convention. 

 

Series 9: Medical Photographs (Content Warning) 

This collection contains photographs of William H. Lawrie from Omaha Medical College in 

Omaha, Nebraska. These photographs are classified as graphic medical images and include a 

content warning. This series is distinct from the miscellaneous photograph series. 

 

Series 10: Photographs 

This collection contains five photographs of William H. Lawrie. 

 

Series 11: Newspaper Clippings 

This collection includes various newspaper clippings about William H. Lawrie and the plays he 

directed or associated with.  

 

Series 12: Physician Objects 

This series includes Lawrie’s personal physician notebook, business card, Prince Hall 

membership card, and a metal prescription holder inscribed with "W.H. Lawrie, M.D." 
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Series 13: Artifacts  

This series contains objects found in the collection. The collection holds a human skeletal foot, 

possibly belonging to William H. Lawrie, a costume (shirt and pants), worn by Helen Martin on 

the Redd Foxx Show, and an antique wood plane and wooden butter mold.  

 

Series 14: William H. Lawrie Book Collection  

This series features the books owned by William H. Lawrie. They have been placed in the Black 

Archives library under the William H. Lawrie Collection. 

 

Collection Inventory: 

Series 1: Magazines  

f. 1 Quick Pocket News Weekly, 4/16/1951 

f. 2 Jet Magazine, 2/18/1965 

f. 3 Jet Magazine, 7/28/1966 

f. 4 Jet Magazine, 11/26/1970 

f. 5 Jet Magazine, 2/8/1973 

f. 6 Jet Magazine, 6/13/1974 

f. 7 Jet Magazine, 10/17/1983 

f. 8 Jet Magazine, 10/24/1983 

f. 9 Jet Magazine, 10/31/1983 

f. 10 Jet Magazine, 1/30/1984 

f. 11 The Black Scholar, 9/1974 

f. 12 The Black Scholar, 11/1974 

f. 13 The Black Scholar, 3/1976 

f. 14 The Black Scholar, 6/1976 

f. 15 The Black Scholar, 7-8/1976 

f. 16 The Black Scholar, 9/1976 

f. 17 The Black Scholar, 10-11/1976 

f. 18 The Black Scholar, 12/1976 

f. 19 Flamingo, 4/1964 

f. 20 Spear: Nigeria’s National Magazine, 4/1964 & 5/1964 
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f. 21 Nigeria Magazine, 12/1961 

f. 22 Nigeria Magazine, 12/1962 

f. 23 The New Oxford English Course Nigeria, Book One; 2nd Edition, 1962 

f. 24 National Geographic, 11/1962 

f. 25 Lagos this Week, 6/1964 

f. 26 Lagos this Week, 7/1964 

f. 27 Los Angeles Theatre Magazine, 1982 

 

Series 2: Pamphlets  

f. 28 Pamphlets 

 

Series 3: Programs 

f. 29  Programs 

 

Series 4: Flyers 

f. 30 Flyers 

 

Series 5: Miscellaneous Documents  

f. 31 Bulletin of The University of Nebraska Directory of Alumni. 

f. 32 Equity of William H. Lawrie, date unknown.  

f. 33  Biographical Essay, submitted by William H. Lawrie, Jr., date unknown.  

f. 34 KTVU Community Affair’s Format Sheet, 2/13/1977. 

f. 35 First Annual Bay Area Black Theatre Festival, 1980. 

f. 36 A Rich Heritage: A Black History of Independence, Missouri 

f. 37 Theatrical timeline. William H. Lawrie, date unknown.  

f.38 Find A Grave Website, Dr. William Herod Lawrie, added by Diane Elasser Snider, 

8/27/2023.  

f. 39 Dues paid to the Republican State, Republican State Committee Letterhead, 1916. (in 2 

protective sleeves).  

f. 40 W.H. Lawrie, M.D. Letterhead, personal budget. (damaged/fragile). 

 

Series 6: Correspondence  
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f. 41 Letter, from Chairman, Republican State Committee to Dr. W.H. Lawrie, 9/22/1916, 

(fragile). 

f. 42 Letter, from the Chairman, Republican State Committee to Dr. W.H. Lawrie, 2/17/1917, 

(fragile). 

f. 43 Letter, H.H. Haas, City of Cape Girardeau Missouri, to whom it concerns, 2/5/1920, 

(fragile). 

f. 44 Letter, John Arthur House, Director of Tuskegee University Theatre to William Lawrie, 

1985. 

f. 45 Letter, William Lawrie Jr., to Horace Peterson, Director of the Black Archives of Mid-

America, 5/4/1990. 

 

Series 7: Yearbooks 

f. 46 Bulletin of Lincoln Institute, Jefferson City, Missouri, 1920-1921. (fragile). 

f. 47 Western Baptist Seminary, 1947. 

f. 48 Western Baptist Seminary, 1952. 

 

Series 8: Booklets 

f. 49 The Revised Pictorial Review of Mission Stations of the Foreign Mission Board of the 

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. 1949.  

 

Series 9: Medical Photographs (Content Warning) 

f. 50 Medical Photographs 

a. William H. Lawrie in a medical classroom, date unknown.  

b. William H. Lawrie in the Lecture Hall classroom, date unknown.  

 

Series 10: Photographs 

f. 51 Photographs 

a. William H. Lawrie standing on Washington St. (cross street unknown), date unknown. 

b. William H. Lawrie close-up photograph, location & date unknown. 

c. William H. Lawrie at a gathering, location & date unknown. 

d. William H. Lawrie (older aged) posing for a photograph, location & date unknown. 

e. William H. Lawrie (younger aged) professional photograph, date unknown. 
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Series 11: Newspaper Clippings 

f. 52 Newspaper Clippings 

a. Directors Lab Slates ‘Blues! Blues! Blues! date unknown. 

b. Life of Riley, There’s No Business Like Show Business, Memphis Theatre, By Pat 

Sims, 1980. 

c. ‘Soul Solider’ tells Black Cavalry Story, date unknown. 

d. William H. Lawrie Obituary, date unknown. 

e. At 78, Her Prissy’s in perspective: Butterfly McQueen Lets Bygones Be Gone With 

The Wind, The Kansas City Star, Sept. 3rd, 1989. 

f. Morrison Players in Debut at Theatre Opening Tonight, date unknown. 

g. “Run Lil Chillun”, date unknown. 

h. In Knoxville…Lawrie, Noted Director Contributes to Black History at Knoxville 

College, date unknown. 

i. Timely Play Takes a Look At Humanity, The Knoxville News-Sentinel, Feb. 25th, 

1993.  

j. Broadway Producers Sue Playwrights, S.F. Sunday Examiner & Chronicle, 1982. 

 

Series 12: Physician Objects 

f. 53 Physician Record Book, Sept. 17th, 1917, to Feb 15th, 1920. 

f. 54 Prescription Holder with W.H. Lawrie, M.D., inscription.  

f. 55 Prince Hall Mason’s Card, Lodge #24, 12/31/1957. 

f. 56 Business Card for W.H. Lawrie, M.D., Independence, MO.  

 

Series 13: Artifacts  

f. 57 Human skeletal foot, possibly belonging to William H. Lawrie. 

f. 58 Antique wood plane and Antique wooden butter mold 

f. 59 Costume (shirt and pants), worn by Helen Martin on Redd Foxx Show, date unknown.  

 

Series 14: William H. Lawrie Book Collection  

f. 60  Ainsworth, Ruth. Dougal the Donkey: A Happiness Story Book, 1969. 

f. 61 Armstrong, Henry. Gloves, Glory and God, 1960. 

f. 62  Bailey, Pearl. The Raw Pearl. 1969.  
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f. 63  Ball, John. Death for a Playmate. 1969. 

f. 64  Black, Gwenda. The Big Tall Tree. 1962. 

f. 65  Blassingame, Wyatt. Jake Gaither-Winning Coach: Americans All Biographies. 1969. 

f. 66  Braithwaithe, E.R., To Sir, With Love. 1966. 

f. 67  Bristow, Robert O'Neil. Time For Glory. 1969. 

f. 68  Brown, Cecil. The Life and Love of Mr. Jiveass Nigger. 1971. 

f. 69  Coen, Franklin. Night Of the Quarter Moon. 1959. 

f. 70  Crump, Paul. Burn, Killer, Burn! 1962. 

f. 71  Jr., Davis, Sammy, and Burt Boyar. Yes, I Can. 1966. 

f. 72  H. DeCoy, Robert. The Nigger Bible. 1967.  

f. 73  Demijohn, Thom. Black Alice. 1968.  

f. 74  Driscoll, Peter. The Wilby Conspiracy. 1972.  

f. 75  L. Fair, Ronald. Hog Butcher. 1966. 

f. 76  Fisher, Clay. Black Apache. 1976. 

f. 77  Flood, Curt. The Way It Is. 1972. 

f. 78  Hill, Ford Jesse. The Liberation Of Lord Byron Jones. 1967. 

f. 79  Graham, Lorenz. South Town. 1958.  

f. 80  Gregory, Dick. From The Back Of The Bus. 1962.  

f. 81  Gregory, Dick. Nigger: An Autobiography by Dick Gregory with Robert Lipsyte. 1965. 

f. 82  Harnan, Terry. Gordon Parks- Black Photographer and Film Maker: Americans ALL 

Biographies. 1972. 

f. 83  Henry, Will. One More River to Cross. 1969. 

f. 84  Heyward, Du Bose. Mamba's Daughters: A Novel of Charleston. 1929. 

 

Processed by Kat Miller, Assistant Archivist, December 2024. 

 

Sources: 

William H. Lawrie (1871-1970) - Find a...(1970, February 6). Dr William Herod Lawrie (1871-

1970) - Find a Grave Memorial 

“The Call Newspaper.” Dr. and Mrs. William H. Lawrie Are Honored on their 50th Wedding 

Anniversary, June 11, 1970. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/258581461/william_herod-lawrie
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/258581461/william_herod-lawrie

