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Introduction:
The Mildred M. Crossley Collection contains histories of Second Baptist Church in Kansas City,

Missouri.
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Biographical Sketch:
Mildred Crossley, passed in 2017, was a member of Second Baptist Church. No other

information is available on Mildred at this time.
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Historical Sketch:

Second Baptist Church, one of the oldest Black churches in Kansas City, MO, dates back to
1863, when the mission, known as “Straggler’s Camp”, a congregation made up of escaped
enslaved persons and freedmen split into Second Baptist and Allen Chapel A.M.E. It was first
located at 10th and Charlotte, moved to 10th and Park in the 1940s, before finally moving to
39th and Monroe in 1963. Their first pastor was Rev. Moore. He was succeeded by Rev. Joseph
Strothers, followed by Rev. Henry Robinson, Rev. Samuel W. Bacote, Rev. E. E. Chappelle, Rev.
Shipley, Rev. Kendall Jones, Rev. Karlous Kalu, Rev. Vernon P. Howard, Jr., then Rev. Kevin
Nelson, and finally Rev. Joe L. Callahan, Jr. Women began to serve in leadership positions in the

1980s. And online streaming services began in 2016.

Collection Inventory:

f.1  Second Baptist Church 125 Jubilee, 1988

f.2  Second Baptist Church History 1983-1994

f.3 Celebrating 5 Years of Service, Dr. Vernon P. Howard, Jr., 2013
f.4  Second Baptist Church Souvenir Journal, 2013

f.5  Second Baptist Church Sesquicentennial History 1863-2013

Processed by Laura Darnell, Archivist, November 2024.

Sources:
Second Baptist Church. “Who We Are.” Accessed March 2024.
https://secondbaptistkcmo.org/images/SB_History_Oct 2021.pdf
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