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Willis Mays Collection (AC118) 

Introduction:  

Willis Mays was a former Buffalo Soldier and later a railroad worker. The Willis Mays collection 

contains photographs, ephemera, certificates and a military uniform from Mays.  

 

Descriptive Summary: 

Creator: Willis Mays  

Title: Willis Mays Collection  

Date Range: 1919-1955 

Size: 1.73 Linear Feet (2 Boxes)  

Collection Number: AC118 

 

Donor Information: 

Found in collection.  

Citation Note: 

Willis Mays Collection (AC118), Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas City, Missouri 

 

Administrative Information: 

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted.  

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted.  

 

Biographical Sketch: 

Willis Mays started his career as a farmer in Kentucky. When he was 28 years old, he enlisted in 

the army as a Buffalo Soldier. He was then given an honorable discharge in 1919. He married his 

wife Florence Banks a few years later in 1924. After, he became a railroad worker, working on 

the Santa Fe Railway system from approximately 1927 until his retirement in 1955.  
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Scope and Content Note: 

Series 1: Certificates  

This series contains certificates that pertain to major points in Mays’ life. These include a 

certificate of marriage, two copies of honorable discharge papers for Mays from the army, and a 

certificate honoring Mays’ career at the Santa Fe railroad and his retirement.  

Series 2: Ephemera  

This series contains ephemera from Mays’ time as a railroad worker. These include a railroad 

employee stub, an identification card for Mr. Mays as a railroad employee and 3 identification 

cards for his wife.  

Series 3: Photographs  

This series contains photographs. There is a photo of Mays in his Buffalo Soldier uniform and 

multiple photos from his marriage.  

Series 4: Uniform 

This series contains Willis’ Buffalo Soldier uniform. It only contains the jacket from his uniform. 

Because of its size, the jacket is stored in Box 2 of the collection. 

 

Collection Inventory: 

Series 1: Certificates 

f. 1 Certificates  

Series 2: Ephemera  

f. 2  Ephemera  

Series 3: Photographs  

f. 3  Photographs  

Series 4: Uniform 

f. 4  Buffalo Soldier Uniform 
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