Joe Louis Barrow Collection (AC119)

Introduction:

The Joe Louis Barrow Collection contains photographs, newspaper clippings, and a single Joe
Louis comic book. Joe Louis was an American professional boxer who competed from 1934 to
1951. Known as the "Brown Bomber," Louis is considered one of the greatest heavyweight

boxers of all time.
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Biographical Sketch:

Joe Louis Barrow, the grandson of a slave, was born into poverty on May 13, 1914, in Lafayette,
Alabama. He grew up with seven siblings, sharing a single bed next to a cotton farm. At the age
of 11, Louis and his family moved north during the Great Migration and settled in Detroit. There,
he quickly found himself in an amateur boxing ring and chose to drop his last name Barrow to

keep his mother from discovering his activities. Louis caught the attention of a white promoter
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named Julian Black and his trainer, Jack Blackburn, who helped prepare him for greatness. A few
years later, Louis was able to break through the color barrier and dominate his sport. His first

professional bouts were against Italian great Primo Carnera and American Max Baer.

Louis’ famous loss to German Max Schmeling on June 19™ 1936, temporarily delayed him
winning the heavyweight crown against “Cinderella Man” James Braddock until June 22", 1937.
On June 22, 1938, Louis faced Schmeling in a rematch. Louis won the title by knocking

Schmeling out within two minutes into the first round.

After Louis faced Schmeling, he became an instant hero, during a time of war, crossing the color
barrier, and becoming a hero for every American. Louis was able to hold onto the heavyweight
title for twelve years, longer than any other fighter. At the prime of his career, Louis enlisted in
the Army in 1942. He rose to the rank of sergeant and contributed to hundreds of exhibition
matches that entertained audiences and raised money for the troops while he served. Louis
passed away on April 12%, 1981, and is buried at the Arlington National Cemetery with full

military honors.

Scope and Content Note:
Series 1: Photographs

This series contains a few photographs in the collection that are in good condition.

Series 2: Newspaper clippings
This series contains several fragile newspaper clippings of Joe Louis's fights including his

famous fight with Max Baer and his divorce from Marva Trotter. Please handle it with care.

Series 3: Comic Book
This series features a fragile copy of the "Joe Louis: Champion of Champions" comic book from

September 1950. Please handle it with care.

Collection Inventory:
Series 1: Photographs
f.1 5 Large Photographs
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Series 2: Newspaper Clippings
f.2 15 Kansas City Star Clippings

Series 3: Comic Book

f.3  Joe Louis: Champion of Champions comic book

Processed by Kat Miller, Assistant Archivist, December 2024.
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