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The Kansas City Area Church Histories Collection (AC121) 

Introduction:  

The Kansas City Area Church Histories Collection contains church histories produced by various 

churches in KCMO. 

 

Descriptive Summary: 

Creator: local KC area Churches 

Title: The Kansas City Area Church Histories Collection 

Date Range: 1959-2011 

Bulk Dates: 1980-1983 

Size: 0.834 linear feet (2 boxes) 

Collection Number: (AC121) 

 

Donor Information: 

Walter Fauntroy; members of Mason Memorial; Found in Collection 

 

Citation Note: 

The Kansas City Area Church Histories Collection (AC121), Black Archives of Mid-America, 

Kansas City, Missouri 

 

Related Collections: 

First Baptist Church [Kansas City, Kansas] Collection (AC02) 

Merrill Street Baptist Church Collection (AC04) 

Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church Collection (AC05) 

Second Baptist Church Collection (AC75) 

St. Stepehen Baptist Church (AC76) 

William Lamonte Jones Collection (AC100) 

Rosemary Lowe Collection (AC106) 

Mildred M. Crossley Collection (AC117) 
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Subjects: 

Church history 

Kansas City, MO history 

Kansas City, KS history 

Belvidere Hollow 

Urban Renewal 

Emanuel Cleaver II/ Emanuel Cleaver III 

 

Administrative Information: 

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted 

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted 

 

Original Language Statement: 

Researchers may encounter descriptive language, which often includes verbiage that contains 

obvious bias, or outdated and stereotypical terminology, and/ or content. Contemporary readers 

and researchers might find this language harmful or offensive. 

 

Historical Sketch: 

Presbyterian Church History- 

The origins of the Presbyterian Church trace back to the  Scottish Reformation of the early- to 

mid-1500s and is based upon the theology espoused by John Calvin (1509-1564). The American 

Presbyterian Church began in 1706, this was a blend of New England Puritan Presbyterians, 

Scotch-Irish Presbyterians, and other Presbyterian groups. The General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (PCUSA) was formed in 1788. This group 

split in two in 1861, with the PCUSA in the north and the Presbyterian Church in the 

Confederate State of America (PCCSA) in the south, this group later became the Presbyterian 

Church in the U.S. (PCUS). In 1983, the PCUS and the UPCUSA united to for the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). The first African Presbyterian Church was organized in 1807 in Philadelphia, 

PA. 
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St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 1922-Present- 

St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church began on June 25, 1922. The first pastor was Rev. John W. Lee. 

They were located at Adkins Hall, 2122 Vine St. In 1925, a new building at 1720 Paseo was 

purchased. Under the leadership of Rev. Thomas McPhatter, the church moved to 2910 Victor St 

in 1957. This is the church’s current location. 

 

Baptist Church History- 

Many historians argue that Baptists grew out of Congregationalism, an offshoot of Puritanism, a 

religious reform movement within England during the late 1500s, while others argue that 

Baptists can trace their origins to the Anabaptists, a similar reform movement in the 1500s within 

Europe. The Baptist movement in England was begun in the early 1600s by John Smyth and 

Thomas Helwys, who although they had serious ideological differences, were both Separatists 

and Puritans. 

 

The first Baptist church in America was established by Roger Williams in 1639. Williams, a 

member of the Massachusetts Bay Colony was exiled for dissent, then established the colony of 

Providence. Baptists, like many other denominations, experienced an internal divide over the 

issue of slavery, and in 1845, formerly split with the northern Baptists supporting emancipation, 

and the Southern Baptist Convention continuing to support slavery. The Northern Baptists did 

not come together to form the Northern Baptist Convention until 1907; it was renamed the 

American Baptist Convention in 1950, and again in 1972 to the American Baptist Churches, Inc. 

 

While there had been groups of Black Baptists that had formed various conventions, the largest 

and most prominent of these was the Nation Baptist Convention (NBC), formed in 1895. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr’s grandfather, A. D. Williams, helped form NBC.  

 

Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCK], 1867-Present- 

Re. I. H. Brown began Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCK] in 1867 located in the East 

Bottoms of Kansas City, KS. The original building located at First and Splitlog was destroyed by 

a flood in 1903/1904, and the second building was destroyed by a fire soon after. They moved to 

their current location in 1918. Today the church is located at 340 David L Green Drive in KCK. 
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Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCMO], 1881-Present- 

Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCMO] began in 1881; Rev. John Morgan [1881-1898] began 

the church in the basement of the Kansas City Fruit Store at 918 Main St. In 1882, they began 

meeting in the Criminal Court Room at the old County Court House on Second and Main. They 

then met in a store at Second and Holmes from 1883-1886. The congregation purchased land 

between Forest and Tracy within Belvidere Hollow, a Black neighborhood near modern day 

Pendleton Heights that no longer exists, and began meeting at this site in 1886. Construction of a 

church building finally began in 1907, however, they were only able to complete the basement at 

that time; the brick building was not completed until 1914. In 1917, the church moved out of 

Belvidere and to a brick building at Fourteenth and Michigan. Then, in 1948, they purchased a 

building at 2621 Benton Boulevard, sold the building to Highland Avenue Baptist Church in 

1956, and moved into a building at 2910 E 30th Street. They are still at this location today. 

 

Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church, 1905-Present-  

Rev. George Henry Daniel started the New Prospect Mission in 1905 at 19th and Cherry. 

Eventually, the congregation purchased a building at 2309 Vine and established the Morning Star 

Baptist Church in 1910. Today, the church is located at 2411 E 27th St. There is no additional 

information available at this time. 

 

Rock of Ages Baptist Church, 1951-Present-  

Rock of Ages Baptist Church began in 1951 under the direction of Rev. Daniel L. Roberts. It was 

originally located at 2448 Vine, then 2610 Indiana in 1954, and then the corner of Prospect and 

38th St in 1977. It remains at this last location. A new addition was added in 1991; it featured a 

new fellowship hall, kitchen, and restrooms. A parking lot was added in 2012. In 2024, the 

church formed 501c3 and acquired adjacent properties to create a community center.  

 

Friendship Baptist Church, 1914-Present-  

In 1914, Rev. G. W. Boyd, pastor of Highland Baptist Church, left Highland to form a new 

church. Their first meeting location was in a storeroom at Paseo and 12th. Friendship was 

founded in 1915 with the help of Rev. Booker from Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCMO]. At 
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that time, they moved from the store to a tent on Vine Street and then to a small red brick 

building at 17th and Tracy. In 1926, this building was replaced with a new, larger structure. In 

December 1939, the church moved to an Old Scottish Rites temple at 1024 E 15th St. Several 

improvements were made in 1944, including the installation of a new heating system, the 

purchase of new organs and pianos, and the installation of new pews. Later the church moved to 

43rd and Montgall. In 1985, the congregation bought 36 acres of land to erect a new church 

building. In October 1989, they moved into their new building at 3530 Chelsea Drive. In 1993, a 

kitchen and gymnasium were added. 

 

The Palestine Missionary Baptist Church of Jesus Christ, 1959-Present- 

Begun in 1959 under the leadership of Rev. Earl Abel. For the first four years, the church met at 

the Linwood YMCA at 3416 E Linwood. Land was purchased in August 1959; this became the 

site of the first church building in 1961. Today, it is the church’s Wedding Chapel. The church 

moved to its second building in 1970, then to its third and current location at 3619 E 35th St in 

1981. The building was expanded in 2003. In 1989, the church opened the Palestine Senior 

Citizens Complex, Palestine Gardens at 2627 E 33rd St. In 1995, they built Camp Palestine in 

Chilhowee, Missouri. The church also created the Palestine Senior Citizens Activity Center and 

Palestine Estates at 33rd & Prospect. 

 

Methodist Church History- 

The Methodist Church began in England in 1738. The founder John Benjamin Wesley, formerly 

a member of the Church of England, began forming while at the University in 1728. Pilgrims and 

missionaries quickly brought Methodism to America. The Methodist Episcopal Church began in 

1784. In 1816, Richard Allen, a free-born Black man who had been a Methodist since at least 

1784, formed the African Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1830, the Methodist Episcopal Church 

split once again; the new branch called themselves The Protestant Church. Despite its founder’s 

staunch opposition to slavery, the Methodist Church also split in 1844 along pro- or anti-slavery 

lines into the Methodist Episcopal Church (anti-slavery) and the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South (pro-slavery). In 1870, African American members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South formed the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church (now the Christian Methodist Episcopal 

Church). In 1939, the three branches Methodist Episcopal Church South, the Methodist 
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Episcopal Church, and the Methodist Protestant Church joined together to become the Central 

Jurisdiction Methodist Church. Many Black Methodist churches did not support the unification 

due to its continued policies of segregation. In Kansas City, Centennial [KCMO], St. Andrew 

[KCMO], St. James [KCMO], Mason Memorial [KCK], and White Oak [Independence] did 

support the unification. Central Jurisdiction granted full clergy rights to women in 1956 and 

remained segregated until joining with the Evangelical United Brethren Church (a Methodist 

offshoot originating in 1800) and becoming the United Methodist Church in 1968. However, full 

integration was not immediate. For example, it was not until 1974 that all conferences became 

fully integrated. In 2016, the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the African Methodist 

Episcopal Zion Church, the African Union Methodist Protestant Church, the Christian Methodist 

Episcopal Church, the Union American Methodist Episcopal Church, and The United Methodist 

Church agreed to a Pan-Methodist church legislation.  

 

First African Methodist Episcopal Church [KCK], 1859-Present- 

First A.M.E. and First Baptist Church [KCK] both began in the home of Dinah Smith by Rev. J. 

Strater (First Baptist) and Rev. Buchannan (First A.M.E.) in 1859. Both men had escaped 

enslavement years before. The Wyandotte City Town granted a plot of land to the German 

Methodist church; however, they did not want it and gave it to the Black Methodist congregation. 

In 1864, the church was named St. James A.M.E. The first church building on this land was built 

in 1868 and made of cottonwood, thus becoming known as Cotton Wood Mission or Cotton 

Wood Church; previously the ‘building’ had been made of naught but brush. In 1873, this 

building was replaced with a brick building. In the mid-to late-1880s, the church met at the old 

Masonic Lodge 8th and Washington while a new building was erected and again met there in the 

early 1900s until they were able to move to their new location at 8th and Nebraska. They remain 

at 8th and Nebraska to this day. The name was officially changed sometime after 1911 to First 

A.M.E. after Trinity A.M.E. Church opened. 

 

Mason Memorial United Methodist Church [KCK], 1880-Present- 

Rev. Phillip Lander established Mason Memorial in 1880. Originally it was called St. James 

M.E. Church. The first church building, at 9th and 10th (now Freeman Ave), was destroyed by a 

tornado, and the second by a fire. In early 1900, the church moved to 9th and Oakland. In 1910, 
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the name of the church changed to Ninth Street M.E. Church. The name changed a final time to 

Mason Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church in the late 1910s upon the completion of a new 

church building. This building was remodeled in the ‘70s. They are currently located at 3333 

Wood Avenue; they moved to this location sometime after 1980. 

 

Centennial United Methodist Church, 1907-Present- 

Centennial United Methodist Church was formed in 1907 from the merger of Asbury Chapel 

Methodist Episcopal Church (1880-1906) and the Burns Chapel Methodist Episcopal Church 

(1888-1906). The new church building was located at 19th and Woodland. A new neo-classical 

church building was erected at the same site and completed in 1929. Renovations to this building 

took place in the late 1970s, early 1990s, and again in the early 2000s. Centennial was included 

in the National Register of Historic Places 18th & Vine District application in 1991, and is 

currently listed on the Register. 

 

Bowers Memorial Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, 1932-Present-  

Rev. Thomas Alzier Bowers, former pastor of St. Peter C.M.E. Church, founded Bowers 

Memorial Jubilee C.M.E. Church in 1932. It was first known as Brewers Church. They are 

located at 2456 Park Ave. There is no additional information at this time. 

 

St. James United Methodist Church,1956-Present, 

In 1956, members from St. Andres, Mason Memorial [KCK], and Centennial Methodist came 

together to form Cleveland Avenue Methodist Church. In ’59, Kansas City’s urban renewal 

project, the Southeast Freeway aka I-70, forced the church to relocate. They moved to 26th and 

Spruce. The church was renamed St. James Methodist Church at this time. In 1973, St. James 

merged with Gregory Boulevard United Methodist Church, forming St. James Gregory United 

Methodist Church. Then, in 1981, St. James Gregory merged with Paseo United Methodist 

Church to form St. James- Paseo United Methodist Church. The church reverted to simply St. 

James United Methodist Church in 1995. That same year, the church opened a food pantry, and a 

senior living complex called St. James Place. They moved to a new church building in 2001. 

Today they are located at 5540 Wayne Avenue. 
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Metropolitan Spiritual Churches of Christ- 

The Church of Christ developed in the United States in 1906 during what is known as the 

Restoration Movement. As part of the Restoration Movement, Barton Stone and Alexander 

Campbell split from the Presbyterian Church and formed their own churches but then merged 

into the Disciples of Christ in the 1830s which spread throughout the United States. Campbell 

also founded Bethany College. Regional and ideological differences split the Disciple of Christ 

during Reconstruction, leading to the formation of the Church of Christ. 

 

The Metropolitan Spiritual Churches of Christ, of which Kansas City is considered the “Mother 

church”, meaning it was the first, are the only American-based Spiritual church with 

international members. Black Spiritual churches, which traditionally incorporate elements of 

Catholicism, voodoo, and Protestantism, emerged in the early 1900s. Metropolitan Spiritual 

Churches grew rapidly in the 20s and 30s and began allowing ordained women to be ministers in 

1926. By 1937, there were 13 Metropolitan Spiritual churches across America. In 1942, 

following the death of the church’s founder Bishop Taylor, the churches merged with the Divine 

Spiritual Churches of the Southwest to form the United Metropolitan Spiritual Churches of 

Christ. This group was based in New Orleans and under the direction of Bishop Thomas Watson. 

However, due to issues among leadership, these groups split again 3 years later resulting in the 

United Metropolitan churches under Bishop Watsons and Metropolitan Spirituals under Bishop 

Cobbs [KC]. It was under his direction that the church spread overseas. There was a further 

division among the churches after Bishop Cobbs death in 1979, resulting in the new headquarters 

of Metropolitan Spiritual moving from KC to Baltimore, the home base of the new President of 

the church, and some churches leaving the group. 

 

Metropolitan Spiritual Church of Christ, 1925-Present-  

Rev. William Frank Taylor and Rev. Leviticus Lee Boswell formed Metropolitan Spiritual in 

1925. They first met in Cora Murray's home at 1903 E 9th Street, though they soon outgrew that 

space. They moved to their present location at 13th and Garfield in 1927. 
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Scope and Notes: 

Series 1: Presbyterian Churches 

This series contains the history of a single Presbyterian church in KCMO. 

 

Series 2: Baptist Churches 

This series contains histories from six Baptist churches in KCK and KCMO. 

The Friendship Baptist Church's history has water damage and some damage to the spine. 

 

Series 3: Methodist Churches 

This series contains histories from six Methodist churches in KCK and KCMO. 

 

Series 4: Church of Christ 

This series contains the unbound history of a single church in KCMO.  

 

Collection Inventory: 

Series 1: Presbyterian Churches 

f. 1 St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, 1922-2007 

 

Series 2: Baptist Churches 

f. 2 Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCK] (1867-1979) 

f. 3 Pleasant Green Baptist Church [KCMO], 1881-1981 

f. 4 Morning Star Baptist Church, 1905-1980 

f. 5 Rock of Ages Missionary Baptist Church, 1951-1983 

f. 6 Friendship Baptist Church 40th Anniversary, 1955 (1915-1955) 

f. 7 The Palestine Missionary Baptist Church of Jesus Christ, 1959-1981 

f. 8 The Palestine Missionary Baptist Church of Jesus Christ, 1959-1981 

f. 9 The Palestine Missionary Baptist Church of Jesus Christ, 1959-1981 

 

Series 3: Methodist Churches 

f. 10 First African Methodist Episcopal Church [KCK], 1859-1959 
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f. 11 Our Centennial Year: Mason Memorial United Methodist Church [KCK], 1880- 1980 

(donated by members of Mason Memorial) 

f. 12 A Time of Rejoicing: The Centennial United Methodist Church (1907-1979) 

f. 13 The History of Centennial United Methodist Church (1907- 2011) 

f. 14 Bowers Memorial Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 50th Anniversary (1932-1982) 

f. 15 St. James United Methodist Church 45th Founder’s Day Celebration (1956-2001) 

f. 16 St. James Gregory United Methodist Church Celebrating Our Sixth Anniversary (1976-

1979) (donated by Walter Fauntroy) 

 

Series 4: Church of Christ 

f. 17 Metropolitan Spiritual Church of Christ 56th Anniversary, 1981 (1925-1981) 

f. 18 Metropolitan Spiritual Church of Christ 78th Church Anniversary, 2003 (1925-2003) 

 

Processed by Laura Darnell, Archivist, December 2024. 
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