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The Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City Calendar Collection (AC124) 

 

Introduction:  

This collection features four copies of the Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City 2002 calendar and 

two copies of the 2005 calendar, which celebrated unsung heroes from the Kansas City Fire 

Department. Additionally, it includes a draft letter from Arnold Ralph Brown, the creator of the 

calendars. Brown served with the Kansas City Fire Department from 1960 to 1985. 

 

Descriptive Summary: 

Creator: Arnold Ralph Brown (former Kansas City firefighter)  

Title: The Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City Calendar Collection 

Date Range: 2002 & 2005 

Size: 1.50 Linear Feet (1 box) 

Collection Number: AC124 

 

Donor Information:  

Found in Collection.  

 

Citation Note: 

The Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City Calendar Collection (AC124), Black Archives of Mid-

America, Kansas City, Missouri. 

 

Related Collections: 

AC105: Fire Station 11 Collection 

AC109: KCFD History Collection 

 

Administrative Information: 

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted. 

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted. 

 

 

Historical Sketch:  
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Kansas City Fire Department  

The Kansas City Fire Department (KCFD) began in 1858 as a simple volunteer bucket brigade. 

1867 the city officially formed a fire department, and Colonel Frank Foster was selected as the 

first Chief. Two years later, Kansas City established its first ladder company.  

 

George C. Hale served as Fire Chief from 1882 to 1902, transforming the Kansas City Fire 

Department (KCFD) and fire departments nationwide through several innovative inventions. 

These include the Hale Water Tower, Hale Harness, and Hale Tin Roof Cutter. By the 1920s, the 

department had grown to include 30 fire stations and 40 companies. 

 

In 1908, Station 11 relocated to 1812 Vine Street; by 1931, the station moved again to 2033 Vine 

Street. At that time, only 15 cities across the U.S. had all-Black fire crews. Fire Station 11 

remained in service until 1952. The second all-Black fire station, Station 15, was established in 

1946 in the West Bottoms. 

 

Edward Wade Wilson, Jr. (1925-2019) became the first Black Fire Chief of KCFD. He joined the 

department in 1943 but briefly left to serve in World War II. After returning, he rejoined the 

KCFD and quickly advanced through the ranks, becoming the youngest person to attain the rank 

of captain. He was promoted to Battalion Chief in 1960, Deputy Chief in 1975, and ultimately 

became Fire Chief in 1980, retiring in 1989. Kansas City’s first all-Black fire brigade, Fire 

Station 11, was established in 1890 on Independence Avenue. The Kansas City Fire Department 

did not integrate until 1958. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

Series 1: Calendars 

This collection includes four copies of the Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City 2002 calendar and 

two copies of the 2005 calendar that celebrated unsung heroes throughout the Kansas City Fire 

Department.  

 

Series 2: Letter (Draft) 

Arnold Ralph Brown, a former firefighter from Kansas City, wrote a letter (draft) about the 2002 

tribute calendar. In his letter, he acknowledged the contributions of retired firefighters and the 
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Black Archives of Mid-America to the campaign's success. This letter is included in the 

collection and can be found as part of the introduction to the 2002 calendar. 

 

Collection Inventory: 

Series 1: Calendars  

f. 1 Sportsmen | House of Coiffure Salutes the Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City, Unsung 

Heroes, 2002 (4 copies). 

f. 2 Sportsmen | House of Coiffure Salutes the Black Fire Fighters of Kansas City, Unsung 

Heroes, 2005 (2 copies). 

 

Series 2: Letter (Draft) 

f. 3 Arnold Ralph Brown to an unknown source. Proprietor of Sportsmen | House of Coiffure, 

Kansas City Fire Department, 1960-1985. 

 

Processed by Kat Miller, Assistant Archivist, January 2025. 
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