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Fue Family Collection (AC125) 

 

Introduction: The Fue Family Collection features photographs, programs, flyers, a letter, and a 

songbook related to the Lincoln Motion Picture Company and the Rosebud Films. Both are 

examples of black cinema during the silent film era.  

 

Descriptive Summary: 

Creator: Fue Family 

Title: Fue Family Collection 

Date Range: 1916-2009 

Size: 0.417 Linear Feet (1 box + 1 OS) 

Collection Number: AC125 

 

Donor Information:  

Jeanette B. Fue, 4/28/23.  

 

Citation Note: 

Fue Family Collection (AC125), Black Archives of Mid-America, Kansas City, Missouri 

 

Administrative Information: 

Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted. 

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted.  

 

Original Language Statement:  

The Black Archives of Mid-America follows the widespread practice of using the language provided by 

speakers and writers of historical documents. Using the speaker’s or writer’s language can be very 

informative and provide pivotal contextual information about cultural and societal customs of previous 

time periods. As a result, researchers may encounter descriptive language, which often includes verbiage 

that contains obvious bias, or outdated and stereotypical terminology, and/ or content. Contemporary 

readers and researchers might find this language harmful or offensive. 
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Historical Sketch:  

The Lincoln Motion Picture Company  

The Lincoln Motion Picture Company was an American film production company established in 

1916 by Noble Johnson and George Perry Johnson. Noble Johnson served as the company's 

president, while actor Clarence A. Brooks held the position of secretary. Dr. James T. Smith was 

the treasurer and Dudley A. Brooks was the assistant secretary. The company is recognized as 

one of the first producers of race films. 

 

By Right of Birth 

The Lincoln Motion Picture Company produced a film in 1921 titled: By Right of Birth. This 

film served as the company’s response to D.W. Griffith's controversial 1915 film, The Birth of a 

Nation, which portrayed the American Civil War and is infamous for depicting the Ku Klux Klan 

as heroic figures. By Right of Birth is a silent race film that starred Clarence Brooks, Anita 

Thompson, and Webb King. After 100 years, only a four-minute clip of a six-reel film is known 

to exist. 

 

Absent and Georgia Rose 

After the Lincoln Motion Picture Company closed in 1923 its secretary, Clarence Brooks, 

founded Rosebud Productions, and produced the silent race film Absent in 1928 and its first 

talkie Georgia Rose in 1930.  

Absent was directed by Harry Gant and starred Clarence Brooks, George Reed, and Virgil 

Owens. The plot centers on a veteran dealing with memory loss and embarking on a new life 

afterward. Absent is considered a lost film due to the absence of claimed prints.  

Georgia Rose was also directed by Harry Gant and starred Clarence Brooks, Evelyn Preer, and 

Irene Wilson. The film is about African Americans migrating North. Georgia Rose is considered 

a lost film due to the absence of claimed prints.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

Series 1: Photographs 

This collection consists of seven individual photographs. Six of the photographs are from the 

1921 film By Right of Birth, which featured Clarence Brooks, Anita Thompson, and Webb King. 
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The seventh photograph is a headshot of Rev. Dr. Ralph David Abernathy. The picture states: 

“author of And the Walls Came Tumbling Down, published by Harper & Row in October 1989”.   

 

Series 2: Songbook 

This series features a songbook titled Juanita from 1916, published by Spikes-Bros & Carter in 

Los Angeles, CA. The song was featured in the 1921 film By Right of Birth and was produced by 

the Lincoln Motion Picture Co., Inc. 

 

Series 3: Announcement Letter 

This series contains a 1928 announcement letter from the acting secretary of Negro Productions, 

Clarence Brooks, who wrote the letter asking for community support for the latest films 

produced, Absent and Georgia Rose. Both films featured African American actors and Brooks 

provided reasons to support their casting in the letter, such as the belief that assembling the 

greatest cast would increase box office revenues. 

 

Series 4: Yearbook & Booklets (Lincoln High School/Lincoln University) 

This collection contains a 1941 Lincoln High School Yearbook. The high school is in Kansas 

City, Missouri. The series also consists of two booklets. One booklet features the Lincoln High 

School Class of 1959's 35th Reunion from 9/16/1994. The booklet, “Reflections,” is an assembly 

of photocopied pages from their yearbooks. The second is a 2009 Lincoln University 

Homecoming booklet. This booklet was a way to register for lodging, the homecoming parade, 

tickets, and vendor applicants that year.   

 

Series 5: Program 

This series features a program from the 1921 movie premiere By Right of Birth. The film starred 

Clarence Brooks, Anita Thompson, and Webb King, and was produced by the Lincoln Motion 

Picture Co., Inc. 

 

Series 6: Flyers 

This series has two flyers featuring African American actors. The Rosebud Films flyer presented 

the film Absent which starred Clarence Brooks. And, Harlem Rides the Range, an All-Colored 
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Musical Western with Spencer Williams, Clarence Brooks, F.E. Miller, Lucius Brooks, Artie 

Young. Lecompte, LA.  

 

Series 7: Books 

This series consists of two books. The first is a pocket-sized book titled The Little Black Book of 

Secrets, the publication date of which is unknown. It offers tips for achieving greater health, 

wealth, happiness, and success, and was produced by Bottom Line Personal. The second book is 

a 1950 edition of Your Kansas City and Mine, which highlights the historical significance of 

various people and landmarks in Kansas City. 

 

Series 8: Newspaper Clipping 

This series consists of newspaper clippings. One is the reprint of the L.A. New Age Dispatch, 

Aug 31st (no year). It promoted two headlines: “Rosebud Theatre to Show Absent Clarence 

Brooks Feature Next Week”. “Clarence Brooks Feature Triumphs at Rosebud Premier”.  

 

Series 9: Article 

This series includes an article from an unknown source titled “Liberator: Harriet Tubman Helped 

Run the Underground Railroad.” The article discusses the historical background of the 

Underground Railroad and highlights its leader, Harriet Tubman. It also features photographs of 

Tubman, her home, and her friend Sojourner Truth, who played a role in assisting the 

Underground Railroad. 

 

Series 10: Posters 

This series consists of four posters. One poster, “Dat’s Mah Boy”, is an advertisement for the 

Cream of Wheat Company. Another poster, “Voted to A Man”, is a political poster where a 

committee is subjecting a group of African Americans to a racist  stereotype. The last two posters 

represent African American athletes as weak. One is, “How the Blackville Handicap Was Won” 

and the other is “The Too-Anxious Catcher And the All-Round Hit: How the Blackville Lost the 

Game With the Darkeytowns”. This series is OS. Items have moved to Flat File Cabinet #1 

Drawer #3. 
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Collection Inventory: 

Series 1: Photographs 

f. 1 Photographs 

 

 

Series 2: Songbook 

f. 2 Juanita. A Spikes-Bros & Carter Publication, 1916. 

 

Series 3: Announcement Letter 

f. 3 Announcement Letter. Clarence Brooks, 7/2/1928. 

 

Series 4: Yearbook & Booklets 

f. 4  Yearbook & Booklets 

a. Yearbook. The Lincolnian, 1941.  

b. Booklet.  “Reflections” Lincoln High School Class of 1959 35th Reunion, 9/16/1994. 

c. Booklet. Lincoln University Homecoming, 10/4/2009-10/11/2009. 

 

Series 5: Program 

f. 5 “By Right of Birth”, 1921. 

 

Series 6: Flyers 

f. 6 Flyers 

   

 

Series 7: Books 

f. 7 Books 

 a. The Little Black Book of Secrets. No date. 

 b. Your Kansas City and Mine, 1850-1950. 1950. 

 

Series 8: Newspaper Clipping 

f. 8 “Rosebud Theatre to Show Absent Clarence Brooks Feature Next Week”. “Clarence 

Brooks Feature Triumphs at Rosebud Premier”, Aug 31st (no year).  
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Series 9: Article 

f. 9 “Liberator: Harriet Tubman Helped Run the Underground Railroad” (no date). 

 

Series 10: Posters 

f. 10 Posters 

 a. “Dat’s Mah Boy,” Cream of Wheat Company. 

 b. “Voted to A Man” 

 c. “How the Blackville Handicap Was Won”  

 d. “The Too-Anxious Catcher And the All-Round Hit: How the Blackville Lost the Game 

With the Darkeytowns” 

 

Processed by Kat Miller, Assistant Archivist, January 2025 

 

Sources:  

“Absent (1928).” Newspapers.com. August 18, 1928. https://www.newspapers.com/article/new-

pittsburgh-courier-absent-1928/26402202/.  

“By Right of Birth (1921) [Only Surviving Works from the Lincoln Motion Picture Company].” 

2016. Daaracarchive.org. 2016. https://www.daaracarchive.org/2016/10/by-right-of-birth-

1921-only-surviving.html.  

“The Lincoln Motion Picture Company: Pioneers of Black Cinema | Conservation Center for Art 

& Historic Artifacts.” n.d. Ccaha.org. https://ccaha.org/news/lincoln-motion-picture-

company-pioneers-black-cinema.  

“Meet the Black Actor Who Changed Hollywood.” 2018. OZY. July 17, 2018. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20211023182749/https://www.ozy.com/true-and-

stories/meet-the-black-actor-who-changed-hollywood/87194/.  

Ravage, John W. 2007. “Lincoln Motion Picture Company.” February 16, 2007. 

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/lincoln-motion-picture-company/.  

“Rosebud Film Corporation.” 2018. Regeneration: Black Cinema. 2018. 

https://www.regenerationblackcinema.org/films-and-filmmakers/companies/rosebud-film-

corporation.  

https://www.newspapers.com/article/new-pittsburgh-courier-absent-1928/26402202/
https://www.newspapers.com/article/new-pittsburgh-courier-absent-1928/26402202/
https://www.daaracarchive.org/2016/10/by-right-of-birth-1921-only-surviving.html
https://www.daaracarchive.org/2016/10/by-right-of-birth-1921-only-surviving.html
https://ccaha.org/news/lincoln-motion-picture-company-pioneers-black-cinema
https://ccaha.org/news/lincoln-motion-picture-company-pioneers-black-cinema
https://web.archive.org/web/20211023182749/https:/www.ozy.com/true-and-stories/meet-the-black-actor-who-changed-hollywood/87194/
https://web.archive.org/web/20211023182749/https:/www.ozy.com/true-and-stories/meet-the-black-actor-who-changed-hollywood/87194/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/lincoln-motion-picture-company/
https://www.regenerationblackcinema.org/films-and-filmmakers/companies/rosebud-film-corporation
https://www.regenerationblackcinema.org/films-and-filmmakers/companies/rosebud-film-corporation

