Joanna Mitchell Collection (AC135)

Introduction:
The Joanna Mitchell Collection contains objects, photographs and documents related to the life

of Joanna Mitchell, a nurse at General Hospital No. 2.

Descriptive Summary:
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Original Language Statement:

The Black Archives of Mid-America follows the widespread practice of using the language
provided by speakers and writers of historical documents. Using the speaker’s or writer’s
language can be very informative and provide pivotal contextual information about cultural and
societal customs of previous time periods. As a result, researchers may encounter descriptive

language, which often includes verbiage that contains obvious bias, or outdated and stereotypical
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terminology, and/ or content. Contemporary readers and researchers might find this language

harmful or offensive.

Biographical Sketch:

Joanna Mae (Heatly) Mitchell was born in approximately 1918 in Baton Rouge, graduated from
the General Hospital No. 2 School of Nursing in 1939. She was also a part of organizations such
as the Order of Calanthe, I.C.P.O., and the L.K.O., as well as being a member of the alumni

association of General Hospital No. 2. She also had at least one child, a daughter named Josea.

Scope and Content Note:

Series 1: Artifacts

This series contains a hat, two cloth necklaces, two pins, a patch to sew on clothes, a stethoscope
and a blood pressure monitor. The pins and patch are stored together in an envelope. This series
also contains two zippered banker bags and a smaller medical bag that held a blood pressure

monitor.

Series 2: General Hospital No. 2 Alumni Documents
This series contains two documents related to the General Hospital No. 2 Alumni Association.
The first is a Constitution and By-Laws manual for the organization, and the other is a booklet

for a reunion that occurred in 1990.

Series 3: Photographs
This series has two major components. The first are several large pages removed from a

scrapbook. The other component consists of loose photographs that were stored separately.

Series 4: Nurse Uniform

This series contains a cape, a nursing training uniform, and three pieces of a nurse cap.

Collection Inventory:
Series 1: Artifacts

f.1 Sphygmomanometer/Blood Pressure Monitor
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f.2  Stethoscope

f.3  LC.P.O. Hat

f.4  LC.P.O. Blue Cloth Necklace
f.5  F.H.L. Gold Cloth Necklace
f.6  L.K.O. Pin with Ribbons
f.7 FH.L.Pin

f.8 F.H.L Patch

f.9  Gray Zippered Banker Bag
f. 10 Black Zippered Banker Bag
f. 11 Black Medical Bag

Series 2: General Hospital No. 2 Alumni Documents
f. 12 Alumni Documents

Series 3: Photographs

f. 13 11 Photographs

f. 14 13 Scrapbook Pages

Series 4: Clothing

f. 15 Nurse’s Cap

f. 16 Nurse’s Cap

f. 17 Nurse’s Cap

f. 18 Nurse’s Gown

f. 19 Nurse’s Uniform-Cape

Processed by David Rocha, AmeriCorps VISTA Member, April 2025. Updated by David
Rocha, AmeriCorps VISTA Member, June 2025.

Sources:

Knights of Pythias, Jurisdiction of Florida. “Calanthe Sisters | Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias.”
Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias, January 29, 2020.
https://knightsofpythiasfl.com/calanthe-sisters/.
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