Lloyd R. Canton Collection (AC137)

Introduction:
The Lloyd R. Canton Collection contains documents, photographs and artifacts from the life and

careers of Lloyd R. Canton.
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Biographical Sketch:
Lloyd R. Canton was born in approximately 1919. He wrote two songs called “Dreaming” and
“Starlight and Moonbeams” and owned the copyright to both songs. He served as a soldier in the

US army during World War 2. After his service ended, he went into show business, helping to
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find performers for his theater. He also worked in real estate selling houses and leasing

apartments. He died on February 3, 2004.

Scope and Content Note:
Series 1: Photographs
This series contains 47 photographs in the collection. There are 39 loose photographs, 8 photos

with frames, and a small photobook.

Series 2: Snaps & Scraps
This series contains a Snaps & Scraps scrapbook. There is a mostly empty copy of the Snaps &

Scraps Book, with most loose documents found inside stored in a separate folder.

Series 3: Music & Theater Business Documents
This series contains documents related to Canton’s careers in music and theater business. The
series includes sheet music for one of Canton’s songs, a music book, some show advertisements,

playbills and a script for a theater show.

Series 4: Financial Documents
This series contains some financial documents from Lloyd R. Canton. It includes two money

books, some bills and some receipts.

Series 5: Miscellaneous Documents
This series contains a Youth on Parade Program, some scrap paper with math, some

organizational rule books and membership cards for various organizations.

Series 6: Legal & Business Documents
This series contains documents related to the business of Lloyd Canton and legal documents that
are related. They include contracts, leases, business cards, copyright documents, and some legal

documents related to a professional split.
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Series 7: Military Documents
This series contains documents related to Canton’s time in the military during World War 2.

Documents should be handled carefully due to fragility.

Series 8: Correspondence

This series contains correspondence to and from Canton. They include holiday and birthday
cards, professional references, personal correspondence, and other types of correspondence.
There are also some empty envelopes in the series. Because of how fragile some of the

correspondence is, documents should be handled carefully.

Series 9: Newspaper Clippings

This series contains newspaper clippings in the collection.

Series 10: 761t Tank Battalion & Allied Veterans Association of WWII
This series contains documents related to the 761° Tank Battalion & Allied Veterans Association
of WWIL. The 761 Tank Battalion was an all-Black tank battalion that was awarded a

Presidential Citation for its bravery during World War 2.

Series 11: Writings
This series contains a variety of texts in the collection. There are some small poems, some

correspondence related to book writing, and some short-written texts.

Series 12: Posters & Signs
This series contains 7 posters and signs. There are 3 signs related to taxes, 1 poster advertising
the McGinnis restaurant, two posters advertising a drama directed by Canton, and an

advertisement for some nightly shows at the Dunbar Theatre.

Series 13: Artifacts
This series contains an embosser, a fountain pen, some fabrics, 2 pins, 2 keys, a bracelet, 3

shoehorns, a paint can opener and the cap for an unidentified object. It also contains the chest

The Black Archives of Mid-America * http://www.blackarchives.org « 1722 E. 17th Terr., Kansas City, MO 64108 - 816.221.1600




that the collection was originally stored in; because of size, it is being stored on its own with the

collection. The chest cannot be moved due to its fragility.

Collection Inventory:
Series 1: Photographs

f.1  Prints 1-32

f.2  Framed Photographs
f.3  Small Photo Book

Series 2: Snaps & Scraps
f.4  Snaps & Scraps Book

f.5  Snaps & Scraps Loose Documents

Series 3: Music & Theater Business Documents

f.6  Show Advertisements, Playbills & Theater Script
f.7  The Dawn of Easter Music Book

f.8  Sheet Music-Dreaming

Series 4: Financial Documents
f.9  Money Books

f. 10  Receipts

f.11 Bills

Series 5: Miscellaneous Documents
f. 12 Youth on Parade Program

f. 13 Scrap Paper with Math

f. 14  Organizational Rule Books

f. 15 Membership Cards

Series 6: Legal & Business Documents

f. 16 Business Cards

The Black Archives of Mid-America * http://www.blackarchives.org « 1722 E. 17th Terr., Kansas City, MO 64108 - 816.221.1600




f. 17 Copyright Documents
f. 18 Legal Documents
f. 19 Show Business Contracts

f.20 Leases & Real Estate Contracts

Series 7: Military Documents
f.21 Military Passes
f. 22 Military Issued Documents

Series 8: Correspondence

f.23  12/08/1942 Special Military Orders
f.24  Music & Theater Business Correspondence
f. 25 Real Estate Correspondence

f.26  General Business Correspondence
f. 27 Professional References

f. 28 Social Correspondence

f.29 Holiday & Birthday Cards

f.30 Invitations

f.31 Postcards

f. 32 Political Correspondence

f.33  Empty Envelopes

f. 34  Miscellaneous Correspondence

Series 9: Newspaper Clippings
f.35 Newspaper Clippings

Series 10: 7615 Tank Battalion & Allied Veterans Association of WWII
f. 36  761% Tank Battalion & Allied Veterans Association of WWII

Series 11: Writings
f. 37 Co-Writing Agreement & Copyright Application

The Black Archives of Mid-America * http://www.blackarchives.org « 1722 E. 17th Terr., Kansas City, MO 64108 - 816.221.1600




T H E B L A C K A R CH I V E S8 O F M I D - A MERI C A

f. 38 Short Written Texts

f.39 Boystown KC Etc. Community
f.40 Day Book

f.41 King Cole Trio Biography

Series 12: Posters & Signs

f. 42 Dunbar Theatre Night Shows Advertisement

f. 43  Federal and State Income Tax Returns Preparing Sign
f. 44 McGinnis Restaurant Poster

f. 45 Two posters advertising “Peter the Rock” drama

Series 13: Artifacts
f.46 3 Shoehorns
f.47 2 XKeys

f.48 2 pins

f.49 Bracelet

f. 50 Embosser
f.51 Fabrics

f. 52 Paint Can Opener
f. 53  Fountain Pen
f. 54 Lid/Cap
f.55 Chest

Processed by David Rocha, AmeriCorps VISTA Member, April 2025.

Sources:

“Ancestry Library Edition,” n.d.
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/search/collections/61843/records/1012809763 ?tid=&pid
=&queryld=8fb53¢c32-525b-417e-
95e0002Dd3al15e9b21c6& phsrc=rne5& phstart=successSource.
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