Frank Leslie’s Newspaper Collection (AC141)

Introduction:

The Frank Leslie Newspaper Collection spans the years from 1867 to 1889 and was founded by
the publisher and illustrator Frank Leslie. Throughout its publication, the weekly newspaper
featured a variety of illustrations and reports on wood engravings, lithographs, and steel
engravings. The newspapers covered significant events such as John Brown's Raid, the Spanish-
American War, the Civil War, and World War I, along with various articles on diverse topics of

interest.
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Administrative Information:
Reproduction Restrictions: Unrestricted.

Access Restrictions: Unrestricted.

Original Language Statement: The Black Archives of Mid-America follows the widespread
practice of using the language provided by speakers and writers of historical documents. Using
the speaker’s or writer’s language can be very informative and provide pivotal contextual
information about cultural and societal customs of previous time periods. As a result, researchers
may encounter descriptive language, which often includes verbiage that contains obvious bias, or
outdated and stereotypical terminology, and/ or content. Contemporary readers and researchers

might find this language harmful or offensive.

Biographical Sketch:

Frank Leslie was an English-born American engraver, illustrator, and publisher recognized for
his family periodicals. Born March 29, 1821, as Henry Carter in Ipswich, England, he was the
son of Joseph Carter, who owned a successful glove manufacturing business. From a young age,
Carter showed an interest in sketching and engraving. By the age of 13, he completed his first

wood engraving, which illustrated the coat of arms of his hometown.

When he turned 17, his father sent him to London to learn the glove-making trade with his uncle.
However, during his stay, Carter felt discouraged from pursuing sketching or engraving in his
spare time. To continue his passion, he hid his artistic work from his uncle and began submitting
pieces under the pen name Frank Leslie to the //lustrated London News. His talent was
recognized, and he gained a position as a supervisor of engraving for the publication. Leslie
became an engraving expert and learned an overlay technique in pictorial printing, which had

recently been invented in the United States.
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In 1848, Carter moved to the United States, and by 1857, he legally changed his name to Frank
Leslie to further his career. He worked for several publications, including Gleason s Pictorial in
Boston in 1852, and launched numerous short-lived publications of his own. During this period,
he found a way to accelerate the engraving process. Leslie divided his drawings into several
blocks and distributed them among multiple engravers. This represented a significant
improvement over the traditional method, where a single engraver would take several weeks to
complete an engraving. With up to thirty engravers working simultaneously, Leslie’s method

enabled an engraving to be finished in just one day.

Leslie had three sons with his first wife, whose name is unknown: Harry, Alfred, and Scipio;
according to records, he and his wife separated in 1860. Leslie remarried Miriam Florence Squier
in 1874, shortly after Squier had divorced her ailing husband, Ephraim Squier, the editor of
Leslie’s Lady s Magazine. Miriam had temporarily served as the magazine's editor until her

divorce. This was Frank’s second marriage and Miriam’s third.

By 1877, an economic depression had affected the entire nation, leaving Leslie with debts
exceeding $300,000, nearly ten million dollars today. Frank Leslie passed away just three years
later, in 1880, and is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx, New York City. Following his
death, Leslie's will became the center of a legal battle involving his wife, Miriam, his three
children, and creditors. This dispute evolved into a dramatic spectacle that lasted for several
years. Ultimately, Miriam secured ownership of the business and began the challenging process
of paying off the debt Frank had left behind. Facing difficulties as a woman in a male-dominated
society, she legally changed her name to Frank Leslie and reorganized the business in hopes of
regaining her place in the community. In 1891, Miriam remarried again, to Willie Wilde, the
older brother of Oscar Wilde, but only to divorce two years later. In 1902, Miriam finally sold
her interests in Frank Leslies Illustrated Newspaper. Miriam died on September 18, 1914, and

was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx, New York City, alongside Frank.
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Historical Sketch:

Frank Leslies Illustrated Newspaper was in circulation from 1855 to 1922. Throughout its seven
decades of publication, the newspaper depicted various aspects of American life, including the
harsh realities of war, slavery, and the Reconstruction era. During the Civil War, tens of
thousands of patrons bought a Frank Leslie's Illustrated newspaper to read and see captured
illustrations of the bloody war. It also featured fictional stories. Today, the newspaper's

lustrations of Civil War battlefields are highly valued for their historical significance.

Frank Leslie's affiliated newspapers: (Note: not found within collection)
1) PT Barnum’ Illustrated Newspaper, 1853.
2) The NY Journal, 1854.
3) Frank Leslie’s Ladies Gazette of Fashion, 1854.
4) Frank Leslie's Journal of Romance, 1854.
5) The Budget of Fun, 1855-1859.
6) Frank Leslies Illustrated Newspaper & (later renamed) Leslie’s Weekly, 1855-1922.
7) The Boys’ and Girls Weekly, 1866.
8) Frank Leslie’s Lady s Magazine, 1870.
9) Frank Leslie’s Fancy Needlework, 1872.

Scope and Content Note:

Series 1: 1867-1872 Newspapers

This series presents a compelling collection of newspapers from 1867 to 1872. Several
newspapers feature agriculture in the South, such as “Vegetable Culture in the South” and

“Georgia-Shipping Rice from a Plantation on the Savannah River.”

Series 2: 1876-1877 Newspapers

This series showcases a collection of illustrations from 1876 to 1877. One headline and its
illustration captured slaves laboring in cotton fields, and the alignment of duties that consisted of
processing cotton. Another headline and set of illustrations depicted scenes from Emancipation

Day, January 8™ 1877, in Charleston, South Carolina.
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Series 3: 1881-1885 Newspapers

This series showcases a collection of illustrations from 1881 to 1885. One headline and
illustration captioned “Virginia—Scene at a Cotton Revival Meeting.” Another featured
“Virgina—A Night Scene in Lynchburg During the Tobacco Season—Negro Tobacco Farmers

Making Merry”.

Series 4: 1886-1889 Newspapers
This series presents a compelling collection of newspapers from 1886 to 1889. One headline and
an illustration captioned “A Negro Prophet in Florida— ‘Prepar’for de Day of Wrath!” Another

featured “Christmas in Old Virgina—A Coon Dinner—Arrival of Guests”.

Series 5: 1869-Oversized Newspapers
This series showcases a collection of oversized newspapers and illustrations from 1869. It
featured illustrations on strawberry culture at the Derby Farm in Aiken, South Carolina. The

oversized newspaper was placed onto a cardboard backboard.

Collection Inventory:
Series 1: 1867-1872 Newspapers
f. 1 1867-1872 Newspapers

a. January 19, 1867
b. April 17, 1869
c. May 29, 1869

d. June 5, 1869

e. June 19, 1869

ol

September 7, 1872

Series 2: 1876-1877 Newspapers
f.2 1876-1877 Newspapers

a. December 2, 1876

b. January 20, 1877

c. February 10, 1877
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d. June 30, 1877
e. September 13, 1879

Series 3: 1881-1885 Newspapers
f.3 1881-1885 Newspapers
April 16, 1881

May 14, 1881

July 22, 1882

April 21, 1883

May 12, 1883

October 6, 1883

May 10, 1884

September 12, 1885

ISE

a o

P @ ™o

Series 4: 1886-1889 Newspapers
f. 4 1886-1889 Newspapers

a. April 17, 1886

b. May 22, 1886

c. November 13, 1886

d. November 26, 1887

e. March 3, 1888

f.  October 19, 1889

g. December 7, 1889

Series 5: 1869 Oversized Newspaper
f.5 1869 Oversized Newspaper

a. May 29, 1869, “Strawberry Culture”

Processed by: Kat Miller, Assistant Archivist, June 2025
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Sources:

Joshua Brown, "The Great Uprising and Pictorial Order in Gilded Age America," in David O.
Stowell (ed.), The Great Strikes of 1877. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2008;
pp. 15-54.

“Leslie Drawings - Lincoln Home National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service).” 2021.

Nps.gov. 2021. https://www.nps.gov/liho/learn/historyculture/drawings.htm.
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